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CUBA CELEBRATES CENTENARY OF ABOLITION OF SLAVERY® j 6

. BY LIONEL MARTIN N
. HAVANA« OCT 10, REUTER -- CUBA CELEBRATED THE MUNDREDTH &
' ANNIVERSARY OF THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE THEN SPANISH COLONY

57 DEDICATING THE DAY TO THE STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHM AFRICA,‘

AGAINST APRTHEID AND T THEIR JAILED LEADERy NELSON

i s
MANDGELA. 2 i 24

¥
NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMS l
CQNMEHOHATED THE EVENT WHILE THE CUBAN ACADEMNY OF SCIENCES MELD A

ZAS: ONE OF THE MRIN
SH COLONIAL RULE.

AVERY BY DECREE
UN OCTOBER 7y 18869 THE CUBANS ARE CELEBRATING THE DaATE ON OCTOBER
TENTH: THE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN ANNIVEERSAR

Y OF THE BEGINNING
OF CUBA'S THIRTY YEAR INDEENDENCE WAR AGAINST SPAIN AND A YEARLY
NATIONAL HOLIDAY.
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_ THE LINK-UP BETWEEN THE CENTENNZIAL CELEBRATION AND THE
STRUGSLE OF THE SOUTH AFRICANS AGAINST APA

RTHEID STENS FroM THE
FACT THAT CUBA HAS BEEN AN OUTSPOKEN OPPONENT OF THE WHITE
SOUTH AFRICAN REGINE ANDTHAT IT HAS TROOPS IN ANGOLA:
LAST MONTHs WHEN IN AFRICA FOR T

HE NON~ALIGNED SuMmIT NEETING
GOLA AND SPOKE TO CUBAN TROOPS aAND MIL AR \
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ACCORDING TO CUBAN SCHOLARE: WLITH THE SPREAD OF SUGAR

PLANTATIONS ON THE 1ISLAND: THREE QUARTERS OF A WILLION SLAVES WERE
BRUUSHT TO TUBA LN CHALNS BETWEENR 4790 AND 1880. 1IN 1880 CUBA'S
TOTAL POPULATION WAS SOWEWHAT OVER 4.5 WILLION.

AR ARTICLE ENTITLED +WHO ABOLISHED SLAVER 1IN CUBAYY PUBLLISHED
LAST WEEK IN THE OFFLCAL PARTY NEWSPAPER GRANWMA: SCOFFED AT THE
1DEA +OF THE APOLOGISTE OF COLOWLALISW WHO SPEAK OF THE GENERQOBLTY
OF THT SPANLISH WETROPOLLIE 1IN ABOLISHING SLAVERY.+ THE ARTICLE '
DECLARES THAT THE SPANIEH ABROLISHED SLAVERY AS A REBUWLT OF THE
FREGSURES STEWAING FROM CUBA’S TEN YEAR WAR FOR LNDEPENDENCE
RETWEEN 4262 AND 4278, THIS FIRST PHASE OF THE INDPENDEWCE
WAR DID WOT ACHIEVE ITS ALWs THE ARTICLE DECLARES. FPERU SPALN WaS
FORCED TO MAKE COWCESEIONS IN AR ATTEMPT TO UNDERMINE THE GROWLING
INDEPEMDEMCE WOVEMENT AND THE ROLE OF THE BLACKS WITHIWN 17,

O} OCTORER 40+ 4B&By + THE FATHER OF CUBAW INDEPENDENCE+. CARLOS
HWANUEL DE CESPEDES: PROCLALMED THE BEGINNINGOF THE INDEPENDENCE
WAR &ND FREED H1S SLAVES AS GEQOGE WASHINGTON WAD DONE DURLING THE
AMERICAN WAR FOR LNDPENDENCE AGAINSYT GREAT BRLITALN OVER A HWUNDRED
YEARS EARLIER. CESPEDES GOVERNMENT-IN-ARMS PROCLALWED TRAT +A
FREE CUBA 18 INCOWPATIBLE W1TH A SWWUE CURA.+ , .

CUBA'S SULACK POPULATION: BOTH FREE AND SLAVE. PLAYED A WAJOR
ROLE 1IN CUBA’S WAR FOR LNDEPEWDEMCE WHICH EMDED 1IN VICTORY OVER
SPALN 1IN 1893..
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ONE OF THE MALM MEROS OF [THE WAR FOR INDPENDENCE WAS THE

BLACK GEMERAL: ANTOWLO WACEQC. IN THE LABY STAGE OF THE

THDEPENDENCE WAR BEGINWING IN 189%s WACEOD LED WIS CUBAN
FORCER WHLCH INCLUDED RideswhY SLLAVES: SOWE 630 WILES FROW EABTER

TO WESTERW CUBA THROUGH SPANISH LINES IN A WILLTARY EXPLOLYT THAT
WAS LOMG STUDLIED IN WAJOR MILITARY ACADEWIES. WACED WAS
KILLED ON THE BATTLEFIELD NEAR WAVANA 1W AR 15

f"#?¢§§HOUTH1 FIDEL CASTRO WAS A GREAT ADHLIRER OF ANTOW1O WACEO.
FPEOLLOVING THE ATTACK HE LED ON JULY 264 19%3 OR CUBA'S
SECOND BLEEEST ARMY GARRIBON s THE WONCADA: 1IN AN ATTEWT 10
BRIHG DOWN CUBAW DLCTATOR FULGEWCIO BATISTAs CASTRO NMEWTLONED
MBaCED AT WIS TRIAL..

CABTRO WAS ASKED +OW WHAT POLLITLICAL PREBTLIGE DLD YOU BARW
THAT LED YOU TO BELIEVE THAT AN ENTIRE PEOLE WOULD JOIN YOUT.+
CASTRO AKGBWEREDs: +OW THE SAWE PRESTIGE THAT THE BLACK WULETEER,
ANTONIO WACEQ COUNTED ON WHENW HE REBELLED:+ AND HE ADDED.+BUT
BECAUSE HE WAR BLACK THEY BELITTLE HIB LEGLTHMATE PLACE 1N THE
HIBTORY OF Hi® COUNTRY.+

WHEN THE CUBAW REVOLUTION TRIVIWPHED: RACLAL DIBCRIMINTION
SECAME A PUNISHABLE OFFENSE 1IN CUBA. THREE AHD A HALF WNOWTHE
AFTER THE VICTORYs; ON MARCH 1%+ 1939y CASTRO WADE WHAT WAS TO
BE THE FIRET OF MANY SCATHING ATTACKE ON THE PRACTLCE OF RACLAL
DLACRININATLON.
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BLACKE WAYE WADE IWPORTANY STRIDEE 1IN CUBA BINCE THE REVOLUTION.
ATTORDING TO VIRTUALLY ALL CUBARE BUT SOME SAY THAY
VESTLEES OF WHITE BUPREMECY B8TILL REWALR, ESPECIALL AWMONG BOWNE

LDER WHLITES.
ACCORGING TC THE CUBAN CENBUS OF 189231: ONE THIRD OF TRE CUBAW

PEOLPLE ARE BLACKE QR MULATTOR.

T JABUARY OF TH1B YEAR: AT THE THIRD CONGRESS OF THE COMAUNIST
PARIY OF CUBAy FLDEL CATSTRO TACLTLY RECOGNLZIED THAYT BLACKE WERE
QNER PASHEED OVER WHEN CHOOSIWG LEADERS MITHIN THE PARTY. HWE CALLED
FOR MORKE BLACKE AR WELL AS WMORE WOMEN AND YOUTH 1IN LEADERSRWID
POSTIONLITIONS . AT A REZULT OF CABTRO'S CALL THE CENTRAL COWMITTIEE
OF THE COMMUNLET PARTIY WAB RENOVATED WLTH A LARGER PERCENTAGE
OF BLACKS ELECTED T0 17.

ALEO A8 A RETULT OF CABTRO'S CALL FOR WORE BLACK LEADERSHLIP.
THE COWBRESE OF THE COWMMITTEER FOR DEFEMSE OF THE REVOLUTION

- Ol SEPTEMBER 28 ELECTED FIFTY BLACKS TO 1718 MATLIONAL ERECUTIVE

TOARD OUT OF A TOTAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND BEVENTEEN WERMEWRERS.
THE COMMITYEE FOR DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION: A WASE ORGAMLLATIN
WHOBE HMALN PURGEE 1S REVOLIUTINUTIONARY VIGILAWCE: CLALWS A
WENBERBWULPS OF &.6 ﬂlLLlQﬂ OUT OF CUBA’S TOTAL ?Q?ULQTIQN oF
40.2 WILLION,
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