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CUBAN BASEPALL SEASON GET UNDERNWAY
BY LIONEL MARTIN
HAVANA: NOV I: REUTER - THE WOPLD SERIES IT OVER IN THE UNITED
STATES BUT HERE IN CUEA IT WAS +A JUGAR+ (PLAY DalLl) A€ TwE '
ISLAMD'S BASEEALL SEASON GOT UNDERWAY IN THIE LAND OF PASERALL
FANATICS. ;
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MIS:CUBA-PASEBALL .
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FROM NOW ON UNTIL NEYT SPRING A BAGEBAL! GAME WI{i OC TELEUISED

LIVE, WITHOUT ANY COMMERCIALS: FYVE NIGHTS A& MEEK AND AN GLINNAY
"AFTERNOON. . '

CUBANS WERE ECSTATIC LAST MONTY WWEN THE INTEBNATIONAL NI VMPIL
COMMITTEE DECIDED ‘TO MAKE RAGERAL( .ONE NF THE ACETCTAl FPOPTE NF
THE +1@023 E‘F_JﬂHEP NI YMPTISS  PTIGHT ANOL THE CHBAMN MATTNMNAL rRAGCRAI T
TEAMS ARE TUE MNNRLD AMATE(IR RAGEQAI] [HAMDTANG. TUE WARILN + 11INTOR+
BASEEALL CHAMPIONG (14 TN 418 VEARG NF AGC) AND THE LRI D 41 TTTLE
LEAFUES [HAMPIONG (12 VEARS OLNY, OUER THE BACT TUIRTY VEARE rULAN
TEAMS HAUE AN TWENTY WOPLD AMATELIO DACEDALI TIT)EE

NOY THE CURANS MAKE N SECREET THAT THEV ypULD LIKE T0 BC TyE
FIRST OLYMPIC PASECALL CHAMPIGNS. -

PEFORE THE TRATUMPY OF THE REUALUTION TN 1058 CLUDAN £ANS
SOLLOUED 115 PASECALL AS ASSIDUPLIELY AG FANS IN NEII V0OL .02 ENGTAM,
THE HAVAMA SUGAR KINGE FLAYED IN TYE TRIPLE i+ INTCRMATTIAMAL
LEAGUE AND MANY AMERICAM PALLPLAYERT CAME T0 PLAY WINTEZ DACEDALL
IN CUPA. . .

ALL THAT HAS CHANGED, HOWEWER, AS DIPECT £ONCCAUENCE A7 THE
FEUPTURE OF DIFLOMATIC AND TRADE RELATIONE CETUEEN TUE UNTTED
STATES AMD CUPA A DUAETER OF A CENTURY AGD., THD U G MAIAD I EAZIC

..... -

TEAME HAVE BEEN FORGOTTEN HERE. IN F£Ty THE DLD TIMEE DMLY PEMEMPER

THE TIME WHEN THERE WERE THO LEAGUS WITH EIGHT TEAME EAFH. THERE
IS NO MENTION OF U.5. PASEPALL IN THE FRESE HERE., OME CURSNM ,
SPORISURITER SAID: +MINETY-NINE PER CENT 0F THE CUBANE NOULGN“T
BE ABLE T¢ TELL YoU THAT THE METE EEAT ROSTON IN THE UOOLD SERIET,
AND WHAT IS MORE: THEY DON'T MIES NOT HpouIMg o

==MORE/LEM :

A lﬁ‘f‘h'l‘h‘,l 4 b

N T % )

T

P———



- e —, T
% Fi R

A ¥ / ‘ : 4o )

UU LEN NYK BAS . Y'Y A - g iy . .

¢MIS:CUBA-BASEBALL  2HAVANA - ' _ ' |
" THE SPORTSWRITER EXPLAINED THAT THEY DON'T LOOK TOWARD THE -

L UNITED STATES RECAUSE THEY NON HAVE THEIR OUN FAVORITE LOCAL )
TEAMS s THEIR SUPERSTARS AND A LONG PACERALL FEAGON THAT CATISFIES
THEIR FANATICAL LOVE OF THE SPORT ' P B
(TS THERE ARE EIGHTEEN TEAMS: NINE IN THE [ASTERY pIurSION AND . |
NINE IN THE HESTERN DIVISION AND ALTHOUSH THE PLAYERS ARE F -
OFFICIALLY AMATEURS, THE PLAY IS OF PROFECSIONAL «QUALITY. SOME . ¢ !
UETERANS HAVE PLAYED TEN: FIFTEEN AND EVEN TWENTY "SEASONS!

PURING A VISIT T0 HAVANA IN (077, WHITEY FCRD« THE FORMER ACE PITCHER .

oF THE NEW YORK YANKEES COMMENTED THAT MANY OF THE CUBAN PLAYERS . ° .

HE WATCHED COULD MAKE IT IN THE MAJOR LEAGUES. W
THE LOCAL TEAMS ARC SUPPORTED FINANCIALLY 8Y THE REGIONAL: . :

GOVERNMENTS AND THE PLAYERS CHOSEN TU pE op THESD' TEMAS OR ON.

THE HIGHLY SELECTIVE CUBAN NATIONAL TEAM ARC GIVEN TIME COFF:

FOR MONTHS: TO PLAY BASEBALL. THE PLAYERS CONTINUE TO DRAW THE A

SAME WAGES. FROM. THEIR USUAL WORK CENTERS AND DURING ‘OFF SBASON S

en BACK TO THE FARM» FACTORY OR GHOP. ONE SPORTS (OFFICIAL ESTIMATED | ;

THAT NO PLAYER EARNS MORE THAN FIFTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR THE_ ' . d

C ENTIRE SEASON. THE UMPIRES (ARBITROS) UHO HAVE THE SKILL TO OFFICIATE . - .
IN . ; . ; ; v b
A'MAJOR LEAGUE GAME: EARN. ABOUT THIRTY! DOLLARS FOR EACH GAME. , L, o]
- ADMISSION TO ALL GAMES 15 FREE OF CHARGE IN KEEPING WITH THE .
SLOGAN OF THE CUEAN SpORTS® INSTITUTE: +SPORTS 15 A RIGHT OF THE o 85

PEPLE. (DEPORTE ES UN DERECHO DEL PUEELO).
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?. HINOSQ. TONY DLIVA AND- DTHERS.
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M5 CUBA-BASEBALL  JHAVANA |
THE CUBAN NATIQNAL EASEBALL COMMISSIONER EARNS ABOUT FOUR
HUNDRED DOLLARS A MONTH. SINCE THLRE A\RE NO FRIVATE CLUB OWNERS:

g 15 APPOINTED EY THE NATIONAL SPORTC INGTITUTE AND IS 4
~OVCENMENT EMPLOYEE. AS IN T.Z UNITED STATES: THE CASEEALL
FANMISSION (AN PUNISH PLAYERS FOT MTopOLNGE AND THIS VEA .

PEFORE THE SEASON BISAN: IT HWAS ANNGUNCES At SONE DUCEN FoAVERS
\AG BEEN SUSPENCED, A FEW FOR Ur 70 & YEAD: FAR LHFLAITING W7
RULES OR MISCONDUCT (INCICIPLINA.

- qeg4-7 SEASON WHICH JUST ELCAN AT THE LATZN-ALE
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\
STADIUM IN HAVANA KITH A EEATING CAPLITY € = fk=s" sl has

n AT

OFF 4 CAMPAIGN IN WHICH EACH TEAN WILL PL3’ FORTS 222 7

THIS IS .FOLLOWED EY A ECCOND STAGE IN WHIEH The =w=- BLA Lk
OF T T '—'l-r_-.|:""r"r;_ R T b

T ]

HE EIGHTEEN rEAMS ARE CHOSEN TC MAKE UP CICHT GE EAND
un1 CA8¥YTY-THREE GAMES EACH. '
M 2 hEeT FOUR TEAMS TAKE PART IN-THE CULN CAUEIIL N

WORLD SERIES DURING WHICH ENTHUSIAZN [3 6l Salli SANN A SR I
PROPORTIONE. ~
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‘rppA MAS CONTRIDUTED RENOUNED PLAYERD Fa,THE MEMR LEFLIEC
IN THE UNITED ETATEZ BUDH 4% LUI® TIsHT: SERT ranpanCRIe MINMNID

—itnoa

pur TMC DATEDALL NERCC g o
TODAY ARE NOT MAJOR LLASUZ eTARS BUT TH2LZ UNWT pLAY 1% THD SURAN
LEAGUES AND HHO ART TOTALLY UpespuN IF THC
AMONG THESE EUPERCTASS ARE 4NTO
FIRST BAGEMAN WH HAZD WIT 30D HONE PUNE
1000 RUNG BATTEL IN: AGUSTIN HARSUETI: * PARFE GNE VEID L

FTRST BAGEMAN WITH THENTY-ONE YEARC ©F  BEUE PLAV aarmes
AN AVERAGE OF HELL OVER _3pn AND SUCH PITICNITE g DRITY IO
UINENT MITH MORE THAN TH? QUNDRED UICTonIED CHMALWIT e opnrES
HIS .CAREER. . \
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