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HAVANA» DEC 18+ REVTER -= CUPA'S SUGAR MARVESY, wz;ﬂ‘ign;h %
SEVEN OF THE ISLANDS 133 MILLS IN QPERATION, HAG (FCTTEN OFF ) s
¢ A PISAPPOINTING START: ACCORDING T@ THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER ; v
Y ‘- GRANMA, ' N :
5 SUGAR MILLS HAVE BEEN GRINDING AT A NATIONAL AVERAGE 0F 2\
\ ls:snrr FOUR PERCENT OF THEIR CAPACITYs oWELL BELON LAST VEARS
- AVERAGE DURING THE SAME PERIODs+ THE NEWSPAPER SAID. THE PREQDUCTIONM
G60ALS FOR CUBA’'S CRUDE OUTPUT ARE BASED ON AN AVERAGE EIGMNTY
SIX PERCENT UTILIZATION OF THE GRINDING POTENTIAL OF THE MIiLLS.
THE NEWSPAPER BLAMED THKE SHORTEALL ON =8REAKDINNG AND
OFPERATIVE INTERRUPTIONS+. IT DID NOT CLARIFY IF THE INTERRUBTIONS
WERE CAUSED BY TOO LITTLE CANE ARRIVING AT THE MILLS OR BY
MECHANICAL FAILURES WITHIN THE MILLS THEMSCLVES.
ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE: HAVANA PROVINCES’ MILLS ARE
GRINDING AT ONLY SIXTY-NINE PERCENT OF THEIR CAPACITY. THE IMOARTANT
SUGAR PRODUCING PROVINCE OF LAS TUNAS IS GRINDING AT SEVENTY
NINE PERCENT WHILE THREE OTHER MAJUR CRUDE PRODUCING PROVINCES.
SANTIAGO DE CUBAr HOLGUIN AND GRANMA ARE SURPASSING THE NORM WITH
AN AVERGE OF MORE THAN EIGHTY-NINE 'PERCENT. ’
A SHORTFALL OF RAIN OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS HAS FORCED THE
CUBAN SUGAR INDUSTRY TO LOWER ITS CRUDE PRODUCTION EXPECTATIONS
FOR THE PRESENT 86~87 HARVEST, SUGAR INDUSTRY SOURCES 2AID.
HOWEVER:s IN LINE WITH THE CUIAN GOVERNMENT'S POLICY OF +SUGAR yo
(:: DISCRETION+ THEY REFUSED TO REVEAL 'WHMAT GOALS MAVE BN SEY Fop TwE t
PRODUCTION OF CRUDE DURING YTHE PRESENT CAMPAIGN.
- IN HIS CLOSING SPEECH TO THE IHIRD COMNUNIST PARTY CONSRESS
JERE)» CUBAN PRESIDENT FIUEL CASTRO \SAID THAT «THE DROUEHT MAS
ALREADY REDUCED SUGAR PRODUCTION B MORE THAN A MILLION TONMES

BUT IT RAS UNCLEAR WHETWER HE WAS SPEAKING ABOUT LAST YEARS Hap
O THE PRESENT HARVEST WHICH BEGAN ILAST MONTH T
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CASTRO ALSO SAID THAT <THERE WALL BE VERY LITTLE SUGAR {
::::§¢?§g zggs;rgtgn;grnazsr nnnxtg IN 1987 BECAUSE WE Mave i'
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