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_MIS:AUSTERITY 050 T
WAL AUSTERITY MEASURES FOR CUBANS SPELLED OUT-IN PRESS¢.. fb"’
H BY LIONEL MARTIN

HAVANA.DEC 31, REUTER - FEWER HOURS OF TELEVISION TRANSMISSIONS 5
HIGHER BUS FARES, LESS MILK, STEEPER ELECTRICAL RATESs THE
ELIMINATION OF SNACK BARS AT GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND OTHER AUSTERITY
MEASURES FOR THEYEAR 1987 WERE SPELLED OUT IN A THO PAGE ARTICLE
IN TODAY’'S GRANMA.

g THE TWENTY-EIGHT AUSTERITY MEASURES FOR THE NEW YEAR WERE
“MENTIONED WITH FEW DETAILS IN CUBAN PRESIDENT FIDEL
CASTRO’S DECEMBER 24 SPEECH TO THE CUBAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. CASTRO
SAID THAT CUBA FACES A TENSE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN 1987
AND THAT EXPENDITURES FOR IMPORTS FROM THE HARD CURRENCY AREA
WOULD FALL FROM 1.2 BILLION DOLLARS IN 1986 TO HALF THAT AMOUNT IN
1987. ’

THREE OF THE AUSTERITY MEASURES WILL GO INTO EFFECT ON JANUARY
FIRST: GRANMA SAID. THEY ARE A FIFTEEN PERCENT REDUCTION IN THE
OUTLAY FOR TRAVEL TO THE HARD CURRENCY AREAS: AN INCREASE IN THE
PRICE OF CERTAIN NON-RATIONED CONSUMER ITEMS +WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES
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£ TO-SZX-FERCENT.-THE &0AL FOR

IAL FLibdN--FOR 4987+ CUBAN ERESIDENT
FIDEL CASTFO MADE A LENETHY SPESCH- INWHICH HE -ANALYIED -THE
DIFFICULT ECONGMIC SITUATION -OF CUS& HE -READ-GFF A LIST OF
AUSTERITY MELSUPES THAT WOULD EE IMPLEMENTED ¥NEXT-Yehi WITH THE
E0AL OF RBEDUCING HAFD CUERENCY EXFENDITUBES AND-BALANCING THE
ISLAND’S DOMESTIC BUDEET.

AHONE THE AUSTERITY MEASURES ARE A THENTY PERCENT LUT- I8 _EASGL INE.
CONSUMPTION EHY SOVEFENREMT AGEMCYs A EISE IN PRICE OF GASQOL INE,
THE FEDUCLED USE OF EOVEERNMENT OWNED VEEHICLES FOF PRIVATE PUBPGSE 7
A PISE IM ELECTRICAL POWZR PATES AND IN LOCAL 4ND INTER-PROVINCIAL
BUS FABES.

THE CUBAM LEADEF ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT LESS IMPCRTED

SKIMMED MILK HILI REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF +LIGUID MILKs DURING-CU24°S
LCEY SEASON WHEM NATIONAL MILK PRODUCTION SOES DOWN._HE £LS0 SAID
THE FEEE LUNCHES AT HOFKERS CAFETERIAS WOULD BE ENBED -AND- THAT
THE SNACK BARS IN GOVERMMENT AGENCIES HOULD-SE- SHUF -DEk s Il THE -

PASTy CASTEO HAS OBSEVERED THAT 700G MUCH RiME. IS #ASTEo-BY
OFFICE EHMFLOYEES AT THE

SNACK BAFS IN DETRIMENT. 7O RRODUCTIVITY
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