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CONGRESO CULTURAL DE LA HABANA

On the night of Januery 12, 1968 the cne week lcag

. official
Cultursl Congress of Havana caze to an/end with s epeech

delivered vy Prime Minister Fidel Castro in the Craplin

Thester,

It wae the third speech of Castroe that the majority of
the delegetes had heard, He bsd spoken of petroleum, Cuban

econcmlc development on Jamsxzry the January 2 Victory Day

end of Kavana
pérede, of the huge 3reen Belt project cn the night of January
6. On the Swafisxbiwabtbx 12 he addreceed hizeelfl to the
problems of imperialiem, culture, doctrine and struzgle,

He seld that meny had prophesized that the success of
such & heterogeneous congrese, with elmcst 500 delecates from
70 countries would be Izpasxidix highly unllkely, it was aaid
that the Cultural Congrees"might become a site f:r'c:ntroveraies
of every nature, for mieunderstandings and it would oe very
difficult for intellectual workere to arrive at practicsally

unanimous EENEZEE conselusicns”.

-
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sfxsayxpeiiticsatxorpanivationx
Deeplite the fact that the Oongress included participants

Fof such different origine, sfxtMmxuanynddfSEnEntnaniizbsiss
skxgx and activitles and even doctrine, a whole series of
fundamental problems were approved "with strange unanimity"
The Prime Minieter ettributed ihlB fact that a )
"universal consclousness® 18 belng develped today, the
Lniveraal conecicusnese ;bout the most profound problems of

the contegporary world, the unlversal consciousness about the
grave ménacee that threasten all the peoples of the world, the
universal conselcusness of atfugglr, the universsl conscioumness
of Jgstrice that spreads throushout the worlld,

He traced the birth of this universal consclousness to "the

danger, the threats ) g
illlixai)hpllhrlata of agzgreseions and the rezl aggreeslicne
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that many people's of the world - that practically the
whole world - are suffering. Ae the ;cta of aggression, of
oppreession;, of mukjExixksm subjugation, of the dangers which
hang uver huﬁanlty have grown, to an egual degress has unlversal
conscloueness grown! He went ong
“\ "We have read all the Resoluticns concerning the different
topics that were diescussed. And it can ge affirmed that the
fundamental problema that confront humanity today, the most
serlous dangers, were discussed, and that %hey were discussed in
a very Eorrect way, according to our gndgeﬁent.
- "There are some facts about which, no one who has =xsiig
the slighteste fonsclence or hymanity of felling of jgstice ean
remaln indifferent or indolent.

"Thus, for example, the aggression to Vietnam, that

unprecédented event of our times, that act of genocide which
Yankee imperialism brutally commite agalnst that people, unjustifiable
from all po.nts of view, using the. means of war ana the means of
brutality, that unquestlonably bring to mind the actions of Naziam
in Europe to all those who happened to live or to experience closely
or d@x¥ from a distance, or to read about it, They are reminded, for
example, of -all those acts which later cdnstituﬁed crimes of war
and for which many were punished and in some cases executed, although
not as meny as shoudd have been.,,

."Indigﬁatlon and hatred on the one hand, and admipstion on

" the other with regard to the events taking place in Vietnam nave

contributed most notably, perhaps more than any other fact of
our times, to create that awareness of Justice and universal morality
which has been evldeni in thie Congress

"There 1s not a single contienet, nat a single country in the

world, there ie not a single people, there is not one present day
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problem in which the imperidliet activity ie not scen, ie not
felt, 18 not noticed, There 1s not a eingle vile czuse in tke
world that imperlalsm doee not support, ae th:zre 1g not z eiogle Justl

cause in thie contemporary world that imperialem doee not attack.”

Prime Minister Castro spoke abott hov imperialiem vents its
fury on sksclehehcheschenomencnehcmengnéncbencadiednthe Third
World, But he declared that "Yankee imperialiem governe in Eurcpe
;o a much greater extent thaﬁ even Europeans themeelves imsgen.
He then went on to explain some of the characterketice of U.S.
finance capitale penetration in Eurbpe,2bdbtbi&xbasx

The First Secretary of the Communist Farty of Cuba
devoted a large portion of his speech to the BbroEEIBX3X3IDSLXX
impErxxixsmx to the forces combatting 1mpérlallsm.

"And to be nonest, we could say that we have seeén many
times how certain causes, which most affect today'e world, how
certain aggressiones, certaln crimes, heve receéived more ZEE
protest and cobativeness from groups of intellectual workers than from
organizations of a political navure Irom which the gréﬁtest
cobativences was to be expected., On occuasionk wé have Been supppeed

vanguarde in the depths cof the rear ranks in the struggle against

inperialism."

M gmaxx3XBc Anu wien WE SEeh il Lus fulsiivbii 8 Vaugusrd

man or someone whomeé We assume to be one, it S€€mé 1O uss s

natural thing in the world;put when we Bée in the forefront

most

of protest and struggzle those who were not thought to be of the

vanguarg we admlire them. And so we do not stop to measure the degree
in

t> which they fight but to see and verify the fact that when,

some coujtries, there is no one to take up the banners of justice, the:

there are worthy men who take up those panners’ And the lxanpl!ﬂ.ef

these phenomena are not few"

Hexbpbx Castro spoke shout the October Crisis and gquestioned
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the effectivity and militance of the peace movement of Europe in

a moment when the wnole world stood on the threshold of a thermo-

nuclear war, "And the fact is that if there any(big mass
xnxB¥nxhadxhhexhoprasaionxxxand ffxbiniaxaxfadzsXRRPPESBRIONXWE
woul&xdulpi;xl;prlnxlte thatzribzBabebzbaprbebibabbbzdibpbibedzbrom

surxzANdmnxnshasxbkexsibxbzbi mobilizations, we never did learn about

them."
"We had the impression - and if it is axfx false we would
deepiy appreciate that is be dispelled from our minds -~ that the
slogan {fight for peace) was nothling more ghan a slogan, a
past time and that the slogan was not capable of mobllizing any
of the masses, that the slogan was not even capable of awakening
the instinct of sclf-preservation in any of the maéaes.
"Where were the-vanguarda? Where were the revolutionary vanguardsp"

éﬂ; aaatro also pointed to the recent dealh of Che Guevara.

who were the ones who raised his flag, Who were the ones who

agit;ted throughout the world, But above all, who were the ones who

raised his name€ in Europe, the ones who lifted and exalted his

exampley Whd were the ones who mobilized themselves, painted signs

and organized demonatrations all over Europe? On what Bector ele
aid the death of Che Guevar make the deepest impact, It was preclsely

emong intellectual workers! It was not in the organizatlons, not

in the partiest

Delegates to the Congress, MEmMbErs of the Italian communiat 1

gm formulated lblblbtﬁtolbxhlbx-wﬁii

party pzﬂtlltbxhlhiﬁtblbi

t a clarification of Rid®x Castros remarks about

absence
the txEx of demonstira

tions during the October crisla and after

1 Ja EVEr
ﬁlta Y the co 15t

1&& delegation met with a high

The wght Al Fedidy ©peced

o

Cuban party official dsrim for many hours Exzkhamgimg (0 dlscuss
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the different polnts of view, slxtxmnlxuuxmplbublbibexixxan

rlrb;blbububxhahdbxhthxhlbnhtbnbtbxtxbul:lxntlx:vxoxvutxtrutu

bx bEbEbubAbYbEbEE AXLMDEEMDELEDE bW b 020ADS LrELLAXK
il ' *zrDUpE bz bxbRDLEXBX ’
th:;xn:rnxht;ht;xrlltrlkundxtnd some foraEx WEPEXELENELY pUnIENEdX

urxhnn:h-axhxbhbphnbshmaubxﬁwnx%snnaauxp:bzaab&bﬂuntnszelntﬂzﬂ

‘demensirationsyvHex¥nEEvVNeASXOAVEOXBRYXVX

gEBx Castro also zpabwbababkx had esome Very provocative
revolutionary and practice
things to say about marxixk doctrine 1n todays world:not peing
the ex%lusive property of any RXBMpX One group.

"ixxxx It ie unquestionable that we are facing new pheéncmenz;
It is unquestionable that ,,.those of ue who conslder ourselves
revolutionaries and among those,..,who consider ourselves
Marxlét-Leninists, Ex® have the duty of analyzing these
neﬁ phenomena, Because there cannot be abybiXbzxbax anythlng
more anti-Marxist than dogma, than the petrification of ldeas,

"And there are ideas which are even used on behalf of Marxiesm
"and which look like genuine fossils,

"Marxism had genial thinkers; Karl Marx, R» Engels, Lenin, to
mention ite main founders, Yet Marxlem needs to develop, to
come out of a certain stagnation, to interpret objectively
and scientifically todays realities, to bhehame as a revolutionar
force and not as a pseudo-revolutionary church,

"There are the paradoxes of history, How éould we resign

‘mimsEX ourselves to see sectors of Marxlem become ecclesiatical
forces when we see xk& sectors of the clergy becoming
revolutionary forcesjy (Fidel was referring to a strongly
antl-imperialist papér submitted by a group of Catholic
priest delegates to the Cultural Congress - M)

&Hlnhnpnxnfx
-It 18 necesarry that we analyze, that we thoroghly study con-

temporary pehenomena, Naturally, the enalys¢s, the conceptions

will have to be more and more the work of tcams rather than
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individuals, Just aes in ecience the isclated

resegrcher practically no longer exilete nor can

he exist, 1In solitice, in economice, iz scclelogy

lsolsted researchers znd the emergence of genluses becomes

more and more imposgeible in zoaern times,

- "AR@xbrdrexbEbxbebtaibrbnizpdexeiophest,, there 1e in fact

fact certsin underdevelopment in the field of politic and

revoluticnary ideas, And from this is derived the enormous

confusion that existe in the world téday, the.encfnoua

erisis that exists in the field of ideas, that is,

in the fleld of @octrine, 1in the prciée moment when the
attitudes and

atkisudes and revolutionary/feklings of the world increase,

%o one can say that he possesses the whole truth;no one

can declare today in the midst of complexity of the world

Y

that he had the whole truih. We have our trﬁths here,
that have emerged from our experience, applicable to our
conditions, and we have our dedicuts and conclusions but we I
have never Ixf S¥pEPOSEEnEZnEBEAYSENIOXDEX preteﬁdcd to be
masters or monoplizers of revoluticnary truths,
"Neverthelese, we have s€€ now revolutionary truths are
-found, how revolutioanry truths graﬁually €mErge as &
result of analysis and_the effort of many brains. o
"and there is no doubt that this is the impression that the
_Resolut.ona of the Gongre;; leave, And this 1s, in our
judgement the most extraordinary th.ng; how such anamimous
conclusione have been reached, how the golnis of view have
have been unified, and how a handful of truths hﬂve be
expreseed,.ll:xa..... o | ;
M4hat will the imperialists say...? Theywill perhaps say that t

"this is a Vietnam in the field of Gulture;they will say
that guerillas have begun to appear Aamong the intellectual



“CONGRESO CULTURAL DE LA HA

w

a

orkers. That is, that the intellectual workere are adopting

n ever increasing militant stand.
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