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The DC-8L comes out of the northern sky, positions

itself for the approach and lands on a Caribbean 1lsland.
Ceverzl hundred northduerican tourists file &Oﬁn the
ramp, A few hours before, they had boarded the plane dreseed

in winter clothing. Now most of them are in Caribboan holi-
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day clothes. As a group they are typical: camerdsm Snoulders,
some men in Bermude shorts, Some women in broad-brimasd sun
hats - all in all, a wedley of bright colors.

They are typical but the place is offbeat: Havana, Cuba.
4nd though the tourists are northamerican and speak Inglish
like yaznquig from California, Indiang oxr Pannsyivania, they
sre not from the United States. They are Canadians,

For American touricts, Cuba is forbidden land, verbhoten
or as they say in Spanish,hgggg;gigg. The U.S. State Depart-
ment issues permission %o go to Cuba to the chosen few -
journalists, scholars,and people like Senators Javits and Pell.

But, for America's northern neighbors, the Canadians,

Cube is as accessgible as the other Caribbean islands - Jamaica,

2 Ol

the Barbadoz or Trinidad. A Canadian citizen does not even
need a visa to visit Cubda.

Since package=-plan Cuban tours began in 1972, Cuba nhaz
become the hottest item in the Canadien tourist trade. Zeginaing

“his year, five pleneg from Canada, three charted by Unitours,
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have Leen i in Havena each waelk
two by Sun Tours, WS Louching down in Havena S885

to discharge their cargo of sun worshippers. Reservations

have to Dbe made months in advance.

This year, around 15,000 Canadian tourists will spend

Cuba. That compares with jus
adians are

i i i few
vacation holidays 1in t a
kage-plan tripe began. Can

hundred before the pac
and the warm, SsSunny

attracted to Cuba by the splendid beaches

weather. But they als

o come in droves because the price is

right. For as 1ittle as 5329.00 they get an all expense paid

uba: the round trip flight,
of charge extras. Most Canadian travel

week in C accomodations, meals and

dozens of little free

agents azree that Cuba's one-
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In October 1959, the American Society of Tourist Agents

(ASTA) held their annuael convention in Havana. The Cuban

revolutionary government had been in power for ten months,.

Diplom:tic relations between the United States and Cuba still

existed.
The convention's inaugural session was held at the

Blanquita, now the Charlie Chaplin theater. In attendance
were two thousand American tourist agents, many of them with
their spouses. The speakers that day were two Americans and
two Cubans: ASTA's president, lizx Allen, U,S. Ambassador in
Cuba, Ph%llip Bonsal, Cuba's president, Osvaldo Dortico and

Cuban Prime Minister I'idel. Castro,
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two tourist punch is hard to beate.
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Max Allen declared that inaugural night:'"we know by
experience that Cuban hospitality has no p91itical limitaticns."
He said that when they returned home, the two thousand
travel agents - "the best salesmen in the world" - would
begin publicizing the wonders of Cuba.

Ambassadof Bonsal spoke and then the Cuban president.

Fidel Castro szt listening, dressed in his olive-green
uniform, a big cigar protruding through his beard. Finally
it was his turn. His speech was a siren song aimed at attracting

tourists to Cuban shores. "Our ambition," Castro said, "is

to transform our island into the finest vacation spot; into
the best and most important tourist center in the world.™

Castro's speech to the ASTA conventioﬁ marks enhistorical
turning point. It was the last time that he and a high
representative of the U.S. government would be together in an
atmosphere of peace.

ottt b
Even as the ASTA convention was in progress, Havana was

bombed by a plane piloted bﬁvbuban exile who had taken off from

a Plorida airfield. Other planes dropped fire bombs on

sugar cane plantations cauing widespread damage.
Exactly one week after the inauguration of the ASTA

convention, Fidel Castro made a three hour speech to the Cuban
people. In it, he spoke of the Wextraordinary interest" that
Cuba had in developing tourism. He s=aid that the enemies of
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the Cuban revolution had deliberately stepped up their
activities while the ASTA convention was going on in order
to sabotage Cuba's plans to attract tourism. In hie

impassioned speech, Castro accused the United States government

of allowing Cuban exiles to use U.S. territory as a staging
area for their attacks on Cuba.
Castro's dream of converting Cuba into a bigger and

better winter tourist attraction for Americans was trampled

by the subsequent rush of events. By the end of 1960, U.S.
holdings in Cuba were toftally nationalized and the United
States had cut off Cuban sugar imports. Revolutionary Cuba
was on a constant war footing. By then, CIA plans were alrezdy

underway for the Bay of Pigs invasion.

In January 1961, the United States broke off diplomatic
relations with Cuba. The U.S. State Department clamﬁd a ban
on travel by Americans to Cuba and the economic embargo
against Cuba moved into high gear.

Today, more than a dozen years later, there are still no
diplomatic relations between the two nations and Cuba eontinues
to be off bounds to most Americans.

R

"After détente come the tourists," (Aprds la détente

viennent les touristes) the French diplomat in Havana told me.
"Just look at China." Ve were speaking about United States=~
Cuban relations. He predicted that détente between the two

countries is not very far off, a year or two 2t most.
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Let us suppose tae Irench diplomat was ri:ht, The

forbidden 1 nd is suddenly opened up to a torrent of American

tourists. Cuba ceases to be a non n:tion (one airline company

went so far as to eliminate Cuba from their majy of the
Caribbean area). Cuba, for Americans, is put back on the map.

VWhat hidden surprises can the American tourist expect to
find in Cuba after all these years of estrangement. 3efore,
Cuba was the essence of the typical Caribbean holiday spot.
Now a Canadian travel brocihure on Guba advises: "Forzet
everything you've learned to expect from a typical Caribbean
h®liday."

Big changes have taken place in Cuba, Americans who lmew
Cuba in pre-revolutionary dzys more than sixteen years 2go
would be most anazed. “hat are some of them?

llo Free Zanterorise

Just about every business in Cuba is government
owned and run. There cre still driver-owned taxi
cabs and 180,000 snall farmers, but all hotels, bars,
restaurants, movies, siores and apartment houses zre
property of the government. In this respect, Cuba is
no different from the Soviet Union or China., IN T,
Cuba's naticnal tourist agency is every touristh

principal host,

MOIress.
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No gambling

Pre-1959 Havana was?world renowned zambling center.
Every hotel had its gambling casino; evory cafeteria,
bar or cigar store its one-armed handits, Ganbling
was outlawed with a vengeance in 1961. There is no
longer hide nor t&é{ of it. If one likes to gamble,

Cuba is the wrong Caribbean isle.

N6 sex business

Cuba was known as a nexus of vice and pornography.
Prostitution, smut and the most genital-explicit
floor shows in the world were its stock and trade,
No more. The red light districts are gone and foruer
call girls have been recycled into new jobs., The
floor shows are colorful and lively but genteel

by comparison with the past. Porno magazines and

movies just don't exist,.

No parking meters

Like any American city, Havana's streets were lined
with parking meters. Came the revolution and thousands

of people rushed into the streets with everything from
ballpean to sledge hammers. Five days after the triumph
of Castro's Bebel Army in January 1959, not a parking
meter was ticking in all of Havena. That's the way 1tk

been ever since.

No beggars

In most Latin American tourist centers, beggars

abound. Cuba was nof@l exception. P2g ing disappeared

o
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in Cuba as jobs and welfare benefits became
available. Canadian tourists are sometimes approached
by children, often in their school uniforms, who

ask for chicles (chewing gum), cardmelos (candy)

or bolfgrafos (ballpoint pens). The explanation

is that there is no chewing gum in Cuba, that
ballpoint pens are in short supply and, as for candy,
ith cheaper to get it from a foreigner. The Cuban
government discourages tourists from giving handouts
to children. They areéue that it only serves to

-

corrupt them,
o R e e e R G g

Alt.ough iﬂ% not generally knovm, more than two thousand
U.S. citizens have visted Cuba over the past six years
without State Department permission. But officially, Cuba
is still out of bounds and most Americans comply with the
regulation, Because of possible political complications,
neither Sun Toursror Unitours of Canade will allow U.S.
citizens on their Cuban vacation trips.

. This year, Canada is expected to send more tourists to
Cuba than any other country. It's been suggested frequently

here in Cuba, that if you want 1o get an idea of what future U.S.
tourism to Cuba will be like, just take a look at what the

Cubans are offering the Canadians,

Canadians can chose wither a one or two week package

Cuban vacation plan. Some, like Unitours Beachcomber

Holiday and Sun Tours Cabafins del Sol offer a full seven
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days st the beach. Qthers inciude dboth & beach resort

&2Q navans, Irices 1or week long vacation plans range from

o 3D ™ - - ELE | wn - y . - Yo - 2 » - .
329,00 o S4058.00. Unitours' two week vaostion plan runa
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“arlys Edward, s lawyer fron Toronto had chosen the
20 " BRI Y . = .- - Y . " b 2w % -
+323.00 Cuban Jiscover- plsn, She was sittine in the lobd

of tie Hotel Nacional with her travelling companions, awaiting
the btus that would take them back to the airport. In a
few nours they would be stepping out into a freeszing

to. I shot questions at her.

tezperature in

TS 3 v T -
2id you enjov yourselfs

Irezendously. I think everybody on the trip did.
wnst Xind ¢f peovle were on the trip?

e ies with children, lots of older
people and a fair nuumber of younger men and women like

what were the biszest grives at your resort?

s

No kot water znd no toilet seats. For me personally it
w2s the hot water. They're putting in a hot water system
out there dut it's not ready yet. Of course, the people
-
~

gt other resorts like the Hotel Internacional in Varadero
didn't have those probleums.
What kind of sccorodations did you have?

Confortable. In one of the xi or seven motel-style
buildings. The rooms had painted concrete walls and
Miazi windows.

b

vou get in puch swimming?

il

Yes, and the water was wonderful. Most people spent
a good dezl of their time soaking up the sun. That what
they czme dowvn here to do.
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wns the food?

The

surprisingly cood. Bacon and epps for sreskfast,
soup, walad, fro-v legn, mteak or so ething of that
order for lunch nnd a similnr supper. Ly favorite decers
was rum and raisin lee cream. Phe Cubane marke vwonderful
ice crenm, you know. Oh yes, und one frec glazs of seer

@r wine with lunch and supper, 1f you so dezire,

service?

Vit

Leisurely., Just get zet Lo zpend zn hour or zn nour
and a half at cucu mesl, The waiters were very meticulous
and polite but they weren't in a hurry, You czn ezt 3us
about when you want to - breaskfaet from zevendio ens
lunch from twelve to threc znd supper frowm geven %o nine,

'y

ot

if you vant to drink?

Vere

wo

Prices are more thgn reasonsble, xty-five cents for
a Cuba Libre - thuat'z rum and coke - znd eizhty-7ive
cents for a Daguiri as only their inventors can rake
them. A bottle of Havaznz Club rum costse only $2.00.

el

there any special fiesise Shrown in free of churss?

There were thrse of them. The first wzs o drisk-zs-zuche
as-you-want-on-tirc-nouse fi=sta. During thzt g
could order any rum bzse drinks. There was zlso = loba:arp
party on the %ezch, I underztund that somsetimes i
roast pork, also a typical Cubza dish. We spent cur lacz+
two nights in Havenz znd ocn one of them we were t:z)
the Tropichi1ight elub to dine =nd gee the show.
else did you get for free?

iihat

Coul

There was one bus tour every afternoon free ¢f charzs,
There were also free boats available - paddle, szil znd

row boats.
d you move around frecly?

Yeg, If you wanted to, you could tzke z Lus {o other
cities in Matenzas or Havana provinces, But they did
want people to be back at night. That's pzrt of the
understanding. You can znap photos just about everyvhere
but don't aim your curarz at gilitery ins+.1 ationa,

BOYC4s s
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Whint oot oxbro
Soubn CAvine conts oztra. Algo the full day trip to
the pouthcrn constl - wo woses on the northsri coast,
The trip wae to the Boy of Pigs snd cost tea dollars.
You e¢nn o oul to oot whenaver you want it £0MA3 of the

boetbor rostaurnnts are quite exzpensive.

B ' " L . PR Se Y 'y
Beniden Lhe 200600 husic fou, how wich ixoce did yovu apend?

B it 4 S i b

I spent 490.00. Jlinny ot ?Long with ag little a3
520.00 and theoretically its poesible to nave o
perfectly pood time and not spend an extrs cent, Thcre's
not even tipping. But if you want to zo out to est at
least once nnd buy rum or clpgars for presents Tifty
to hundred dollaors will do fine,

You are a lawyer. "lere you iaterested in finding out soreiring

about your specinlity here in Cuna?

Yes, and I wae lucky. I nct some Cubans who took me
to the Havana lnnicipal Court. One of the Judzes teok
suen un interest in ue thot the oeesion he wae presiding
over had to start late.

Did the Cubans try to propzrandize the tourists?

Politically, you mean, lio, not a2t 2ll., In fact, some
people who wanted to know more about Cubzn politice were
frustrated because it was hard to get the guides into
heavy digcuouions., Of couree, you can find Cubane to talk
politice to if thot's what you're lookinz for. On the
bug the Cuban guides will poiat out new schools znd
factories and will tell you about education in Cubza, the
free public health plans and that sort of thing thing.
But not even a page of political literature was ziven to

U,
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vnen he spoke to the American Society of Travel Agents

8 2

W]

back in 1959, Fidel Castro prdjected a vision of Cuvz
tourist poridiss, Then came the sixties and nary a word about
tourism - there were other more important problems.

But the dream did not die; it was merely deferred. Cubs
now has serious intentions of going forward on the touriss®
front. Already, Canadlans, Sritishers, Vest Germans and
Frenchmen have participated in the resurgsnce of the tourist
industry in Cuba. 20y obgervers belisve that it won'i be

lonz before Americans will 2lso be back in Cuba as tourists

after 211 these many years.
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