Life a‘; cuba
Lionel Martin

Whet is Cudba like these days? The erticles that eppear

in the U.S. press seldom give a fair idea, They either

alstort through a prism of maliciousness, incomprehension or

one-sidedness.

Neturelly it all depends on your.point of view, For instance,
4% i= a fact that there are & lot of old cars to be seen on
G Cuban streets. One observer inteprets this to meams, "Ses,
soclelism doesn' work®, The more amlyticel witness seys;
"Cubda, an underdeveloped country has to spend its 1limi ted
foreign currency oa necessary productos for the peopke and
I for machines end spare perts tie t will meintein and inerease

productions, Cars for individuals don't do this; therefore,

fow new cars”,
4 kaleidoscoplie view of Cuban life might help to give
imsights into some fundamentel questioms. Here is a potpourri

of things thet the curious visitor will observe ani learn during

his stay here,

“There is & strict regime of food retioning, Cadbans !OO"Q
per month end per person 3 1bs of rice, 3 cams of ocandens ed :
(children are entitled to a quart of fresh lﬂl deily), l

lard or its equivilent invegeteble oil and 3 1bs of beans,
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Every member of a family receives 3/4 1b, of lﬂ; per week.
All these items are in short supply at this time and must be
rationed to assure @ just and equitable distribution,
-Egas, fish, bread, frult and vegotabl e8 are mt rationed.
<Restaurants and cafeterias are abundunt. Among the

moderately priced eating places the Pi;nﬂu and Seafood

restaurants are the most popular. A plain cheeso pizza costs

§1.20; one with shrimp, $1.60. A big filoet of baked ruffle,

a salmon like fish,costs §l,80. Many oafoterias gserve sandwiches

filled with about ten slices of presged hem and cheese from

.80 cents to §1.20,

There are meny high priced restaurants in Havana where

one must spend a ninimum of $3,00 for a good meal, These

restaurants have the economie purpose of skimming the surplus

money off the top and lessening inflationary pressures.

-Boer conts .60 centn @ bottle. Beer prices have been

meintained ot this 1evel for a specifiec purposel to pey for the

free nohool texts that all Ouben mtudents recelve. Soda pop

contn & nickel,
rk ocenter has a dinlng room where emplo

«Almost every WO

san ret 8 kmnghlfmol .50 oents to $1.00.
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“emdhouses. By 1970 renta will have been abolished.

-Be Life inCuba,,.

=Tens of thousands of Ouban families have one or more
child énmlled in special scholarship programs that provide
food, housing and cothing free of charge,

~Thousands of nursery and primary school children receive free
School lunches. The government pians ?o expend this serviee
to all schools when production permits,

=Although everage wages are still fairly low in underdeveloped
Cuba (from §100 to $150 a month although many receive a good

deal more) most families have two or more breadwinners, There

is no unemployment. Therefore family income is usually sufficisnt

to eat out occassionally,

~Medicel eand dental ctre Ls free in Cuba although there
are doctors and dentlsts with private practices.

-Rents are never more than 10% of income. Thousands of

femilites have alreudy been glven the deeds to thelr apartments

~-Fungerals are free of charge.
=The coin holes in public telephones have now been filled
with lead. Telephoning 1is free of charge at these public telephos

~Bus fere is 5 cents. The nickel 1s dropped in a ooln
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bear on the sharpies, The driver attends only to his drivings
ohange is given voluntarily by other passengers.

~Cubans are still orazy atout baseball, There is row &
nation=vide lesgue of 18 teams menned by non-profes:ions of

professional quality, Many gémes are velevised, Admission to

all games ls fres of charge.
‘ <Lookera and other facilities in recreation centers is :
o free of cherge, luge crows visit the fomerly exclusive clubs
3
3 along the ocean front of the Miremar zone of Havana,

-Cuba, &n islend with all year swimming that never developed J
competitive swimmers now has thousands of youngsters in special
Q 12 grade schools devoting ell thelr spare time t«; swimming. By
the middle of the next decade Cuba should heve strong contender
in interns tional meets.
~There is & going tourist trede in Cuba, The visitors come 9

individually or in groups from socialist countries, from western

Burope, from Candda and even from the U.8, with or without
gtate Depertment permission, i

~There are no brothels or gambling halls,se common in

i pre-Revoluionary Cubs.
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«fomer prostitutes have been rehabllitated tpd lmome;l;"—
into the n mal economle aotivitien of the country,

«3tudy and work are the two key words that define the
methods of rehrbilite ting delincuents and oriminals. There ere

o nunber of rehabilitotion fams thet-have neither fenoen nor

guards,
¢ ~Publishing of woks in Guba is coordinated by the
i 7
Ipstitute of Books. Technloel end school Ipoks lead the wey
3 followed by all other types of literature.
* .
=01d Merylyn Monroe pletures ere very popular as ere ‘
faew Fantomas plotures. Better movie houses cost 41,00 eduission;
¢ neichtorhood movies, .50 cents,

~¥usleal artlats from all over the world appefr in Cuba,
‘e Cubtn Symphony Ordhestra often with mest conductors of
international rekmown 1s excellent. Adnission price to come erts
is §1.00,

~The Guban ballet com eny has a regnor seasan am a wide
rephibdtre. Under the guidance of Alicie Alonso, Cubem ballet

hee won interna tional recognit ion,
on i-'umh.y night

} ~The cuetonm of the youth to prominade mmm‘n b

Pleze under the watchful eyes of the adults

) MobiPD
;__; -
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force, Havana nop has its version of this Spanish tradition,
Several blocks of the La Rampa zone are blocked off from time
to time and well known bands play on the street rners,

=Cuba bosste of (opelia, one of the beat quality {ce-coremans
in the world (as visotors to Bxpo 67 oan attest), A huge

.

lstie structure houses the Copelia loe~oream parlor
ervee more than 26 flavors,
~There will be an Infernational Culturel (onference in

pe im ecrly Janusry 1968 to discuss problems of culfurs

government maints ins a number of speciel motels

e &

iled posadas) where young (or old) lovers can spend

. $ime in privacy. One of the mejor reasons for this

with
{nstitutlon is thet so ma.y young couples must live/the

in-lewe beesuse of the housing shortége. .
Shese ore & few highlights of life in Cuba todey, All

this must be seen ageinst the backdrop of Guban historical

development. After 60 years of U.S. semi-colonial domination
Cuba vas &
expensive

was high, medical orre socrce and poor, merasites &nd malmutritio

poor country with a oneecrdp economy wWhere wnemploymemk
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atores were full of U,8, made products but millions of Ouberm

coul@ntt buy theme In thim light one oan better sympathize

and dolng in & few docndes what wesn't done in eall her long

history.

e overwhelming majority of the Cudan pesple understand

hy thers countey im underdeveloped and what must be done

% 15, This popular conselouss is the motive force benhind

abdout

the vest number of Cubans who offer to do woluntayy work in
on Sundays or during several weeks of the year.

the countryside

wbens from all weiks of 1ife go voluntarily and.vdﬁ

I
ceious enthusiesm to work in the fi elds because they

underas

and thet the future of the soelety is in thel r own
phyeioeal X

nends £nd thet while (uba 1s mechanizing their efforet are

needed.
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