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CARNAVAL TIHB —THil AND TOW

BY FELIX OLIVERA /Mﬂ)’Z‘//q?5

. LA HABATA:
: Before the Cubsn revolution, King Mamion ruled the Queen
" |oz the Carnaval witifmabiding jealousy, The funmaling carnaval
days in Havana, Sgatiago de Cuba and other cities was tenpered B
by the mercantilist attitudes of the carnavals' mmk 8, onsors
and by violence. b
% The contest Yo choose the queen und her "Dames" ves, in [
jeffect, a business publicity enterprise. The prospective le
candidates were sold to the public as if they were & brand of ke
[soap, beexr or lady's lingerie. Victory meant the publicity
|spotlight for the and his "
| Theeontests for selection the Queen snd her Dames were [
[filled with dirty-business. In 1951 the young women chosen as |
|Queen of the carnaval in Havena was disqualified at the insistdage
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Jof & group &f pewerful interests. It was & highly umpopular
*laecision. One "benefastor” cams o hor rescue and buils &
jmagnificent f£loat for vhat he called "The Queen of the Peocple™
i-w?. clever move which gave added publicity to his

The £loats that hignlighted the progession, especially inly
[Havana were  little nore than rolling sdvertisementSs replete
vith £lashing signs and seanty-cled gir:




\: Bi]ﬂ#vﬂlu o otwo

{postmrovolubionar, carnivals the Star and Sterlets (they ave P

jorganizations and trade unions and then chosen by a jury

! |prostitution and gambling have dissppeared.
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Crime 1 ‘the carnd The thick
jerowds mmxm gave an excellent opportunity for those bemt on b2
a bullet or a knife in the back of their enemye It |,
was al8c a time when the piclpockets were out in full foree,

Victiulzing Cubans as well as touristiss

Carnivals continued to be held in Cuban cities but today.
|the mercantile and crime lewent has been eliminated. In the

Ino longer called Queen and Dames) are hominated by student
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without financial comsittuents of any kinde In choosing thems
sioommcts & new oriteria is used. The Star and Starlets of toda)
are young wouen respected by their follow workers or studentss
This is in consonance with the ethic of the Cuban revolubion
where work and study are strossed and where mercantilism,
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The £MWats, often pulled by a tractor, are as lavish as
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ever, Workers, many of whom Volunteer their time, spend weeks
building these floats. A substantial budget is alloted Zor the)
purposes

*"The merryhaicing st these"Carnivals of the People”, as thoy]
bave boss called, 1s much more ,rofownd than 1% ves 1n the dayhy

TE

SV There is a new atmosphere, a

(o
um Pl




[} @ EllkheW

o

Prensa Latina 7
i
.
AUTOR ECHA
: esult of the fact that une: ployment 1s unknown in Cubag L
lucation is ohlif;ai:ory and free and health cape is aveilgble Lo
0 all free of charge. This allows for a relaxed, free and
i

a8y atmosphere. The lumpen and criminal elements mf so

olant-in Jestorday's Cuba, have ddsaogoanode o new ctidc |

’
hich pervades Cuban society allows men snd women, fanilies, %}
[beenagers and children, to sttend the Carnivals without fear |s
Jof robvery or assaul. The escapist frensy that characteriged Ly
past Carnivals has been replaced by ¢ much mare p A
Jof funumalking.
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