XWEXERREBEEXBNBXMXXE"I OAE MY FREEDOM AND MY LIFE TO
GENARO VAZQUEZ. THEY WERE GOING T0 KILL ME IN PRISON." THE
SPEAKER WAS MARIO MENENDEZ, POUNDER AND PUBLISHER OF THE

XXX NBEERRKENBXBEX RSVOLUIIONA% VEXICAN MAGAZINE "POR QUE?"
A NONTH EVXVRUXUEVAWDVERXERX EARLIER HE AND SEVEN OTHER
MEXTCAN POLITICAL PRISONERS HAD BEEN EXCHANGED FOR THE LIKE
OF THE KD!!APPED/REC’K)R OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GUERRERO. AND

SHIPPED ON PLAm TO CUBA.

WAS GENARO VAZQUEZ, GUERRILLA LEADTR IN THE STATE OF GUERRERO,
MEXTCO.

MENENDEZ HAD JUST HEARD OF THE DEATH OF VAZQUEZ. THE FIRST
VAZQUEZ CAR HAD BEEN AMBUSHED BY POLICE.

REPROTS SAID T
LATER REPORTS ATTRIBUTED VAZQUEZ DEATH TO AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT.
ME) 7 WAS INCLINED TO BELIEVE THE FORMER WERSION.

% GENARO VAZQUEZ WHO DIED LAST WEEK AT THE AGE OF 38 WAS
BORN IN GUERRERO THE SON OF POOR PEASANTS. HE WAS A WITNESS
FROM EARLY YOUTH TO THE CORRUPTION, VIOLENCE AND EXPLOITATION

E IN THE BEXICAN COUNTRYSIDE.

& HE SAW THE POVERTY OF THE COFRA AND COFFEE WORKERS OF THE
BIG PLANTATIONS, HE SAW THETR REBILIIOUSNESS 1700. THERE WERE
CONTINUAL COmOFTATIOlS BETWEKN THE ARMY AND BANDS OF ARMED

DISPUSSESSED. WHO FOUGHT FOR SURVIVAL AND WERE FNOWN AS "BAND1DOS!
GUERRERO HAD A RICH HERITAGE OF STRUGGLE. JUSE MARIA MOURELUSy
the priest-selider eof mexices first imdepemdeace 3 “4n the early
LOTH CENTRY FOUGHT iN THS HILLS OF GUERRERO. AS DID DOK VINCENTE
GUSRRERO FOR WHOM THE STATE WAS NAMED. mILI_Ano ZAPATA KLSO POUG
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SEE RECH TRADITION OF THESE GUEVRILLA FIGHTS AND MOST PARTICUARLY
OF ZAPATA STILL LIVES ON AMONG THE PEOPLE.

* GENARO VAZQUEZ FOLLOWED THE EDUCATION PATH OF KENBXGEBXHEX =
XNETHX ANY FARMER SON THAT WAS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO PEREBXBXEBX
. GET AN EDUCATION. HE WAS SENT TO LIVE IN MEXICO CITY
* AND TO ATTEND FREE NORMAL SCHOOL TO BECOME A TEACHER. HE
GREADUATED IN 1956 AND FROM AUGUST 1957 TO THE END OF 1960
WORKED AS A TEACHER IN DIFFERET SCHOOLS IN MEXICO CITY. HE
STARTED LAW SCHOOL BUT DIDNT FINISH. 3
HE BEGAN DEVELOPING A POLITICAL UNDERSTANDING AT THIS TIME.
HE READ MARX AND LENIN AND l;l FOLLOWED THE CUBAN REVOLUTION
CLOSELY. THESE WERE TIERRIBLE TIMES FOR THE PEOPLE BACK IN

HIS HOME .ST‘TE OF GUERRERO WHICH, TRONICALLY, IS THE HOME OF
. THE PAMOUS RICE MANS BEACH RESORT OF ACAPULCO. THE GOVERNOR OF
THE SPATE, GENERAL RUAL CABALLERO ABURTO RULED WITH AN TRON
HAND. THE PLIGHT OF THE PEOPLE WAS CONSIDERED 70 BE THE 7ORST
IN ALL WEXICO, A COUNTRY WHERE FOVIRTY IS GENERAL. m 0CHOA E
|CAMFOS, SPECTALTST IN GUERRERO AFPATRS FOR THE RULING PARTY
‘“?lmmo WROTEX IN HIS BOOK "AN. 3
"LAGK EVEHYTAING: SCHOOLS, TEAC

STATE": "WE

s ELECTRIC LIGHT,

WAS THE GUERRERC YWBNWEXBEX WHICH VAZQUEZ LEFT AND TO

THERE WERE AGAINST THE GOVERNOR AND

THE CAPTTAL CITY OF THE STATE, CHILPNACINGO.
R =
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| T0 MEXICO CITY WHERE HE WAS ARRESIE EXEKXIR AND SENT BACK
i Wi o s

R s

5
COMMITTEE. THIS WAS IN OCTOBER 1960 DEMOSTRATIONS NERE
CONTINUED AND THE SOLDIERS OF THE 24 BATALIION ¥XX OF THE

ARMY STATIONED IN THE AREA CLASHED WITH THE POPULACS.
THE STUDENTS EXEXN OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GUERRERO WENT ON
STRIKE. NEW DEMONSTRATIONS. CLASHES. DEATHS.

70N DECEMBER 30 THEEXXNEX THOUSANDS OF DEMONBTRATORS MARCHED

THROUGH THE STREETS OF CHILPANCINGO. THE XEX ARMY, TROOPS
OF THE 24 AND SIXTH BATALLION OPENED FIRE. DOZENS DIED THAT DAY.

THE TENOR OF THE S!;IEN& NEX(INCREASED IN THE CI#I
CITIES OF IGUALA, steyac DE ALVARIZ AND CHILPANCINGO. GENARO
VAZQUEZ EEBXBEBKBENN WAS THE MAIN SPEAKER AT MOST OF THE
PROTEST DEMONSTRATIONS. HE SPOKE FROM THE TOP OF CARS, FROM
THE ROTUNDA OF THE PLAZAS.

ON JANUARY FIRST 1961 TEE&SIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
RECOMMENDED TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTUES THAT A NEW GOVERNOR HE
NAMED. IN THE SFORT Imgrﬁv'fﬁrm WIICH THERE WAS VACUUM AT

(CH GENARO VAZQUEZ TOOK PART.
COALITION GOVERNMENT WAS SET UP.¥HXE¥ MANY OF ITS MEMBERS

CONTINED XETERX IN PUBLTC AFFIARS AFTER THE BAMING OF THE
NEW. GOVEROR LAWYER ARTURO MARTINE! ADAME, BUT SOON IT BECAME
CLEAR THAT THE NEW GOVERNOR WAS EASING PROGRESSEVES OUT AND
PUTTING HIS OWN MEN IN EEY POSITIONS. THE GUERRERO CIVIC COMMITTEE
ONCE AGAINOFFICIALLY B
HEADED BY VAZQUEZ WAS NOW/IGNORED.XNE BUT IT WAS ACT VE. A
XNEN DEMONSTRATION WAS ORGANIZED AGAINST THE NEW MAYOR OF IGUALA
DESIGNATED BY THE GOVERNOR. THE POLTEE PUT IT DOWN BRUTALLY.
U?Ul AGAINST ‘THERE WERE DOZENS OFXMEN DEAD LEFT IN THE STREETS.
GENARO WAS FORCED TO GET OUT OF TIME. HE WENT TO THE NORTH
OF MEXICO AND WORKED AS A BRACERO IN STOOP LABOR. THEN HE WENT
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SHE STATE OF GUERRERO, TO THE PRISON IN IGUALA. ZHEREXEX

HEEXX HIS WIFE WHO HE MARRIED IN 1958 (HE HAD FIVE CHILDREN BY THAT

TIME) MAKES A WEEKLY VISIT. WHEN SHE VISITS HIM IN APRIL HE SPOKE

OF EMILIANO ZAPATA AND THEN SAID THAT HE WAS GOING TO ESCAF

ON APRIL "" WHEN BoING TAKEN T0 A CLINIC UNDER GUARD
BEXTEEX ARMED MEM ERS OF GENAROS VAZQUES CIVIC GROUP UNLEASH
THEIR PLANNED ATTACK. TWO POLICE AND TWO MEMBERS OF THE COMMANDO
GROUP DIE, REABHERS ROQUE SALGADO AND rrzrro SOLIS)(GENARCS
SIXTH SON IS NAMED ROQUE FILIBETO). BUT GENKRO ESCAPES AND
HEABS FOR THE KEBNSXBNBX SIERRAS OF GUERRERO. SOON THE GUERRERO
NATTONAL REVOLUTIONARY CIVIC ASSOCTATION IS ORGANIZED, XK
A EEN CLANDESTINE GROUP DEVOTED TO ARMED STRUGGLE.

FROM THEREX THAT TIME TO THE SECOND OF FEBRUARY 1972 VAZQUEZ
ROJOS BEGOMES A VIRTUAL LEGEND TO THE DISPOSSESED OF THE
STATE. HIS ARMED GUERRILLA UNITS RMXMX ROAM THE MOUNTAIBS,
KEEP THE ARMY AT BAY AND CARRY ON EDUCATIONAL WORK ANONG THE
PEOPLE.

THREE GUERRILLA UNITS UNDER HIS GENERAL COMMNND WERE FORMED,
311 mamed afse

the grest FIGHERS OF GUERRERO: JOSE MARIA MORELOS,
VINCENTE GUERRERO AND EMILIANO ZAPATA. f
SXbIREEUBERXF THE MEN OF GENARO ¥AZQUEZ WIN THE XENE SUPFORT
OF THE PEOPLE BY KIELING BRUTAL OVFRSEERS AND EXPLOITERS.
ON i 3e, 1970 ONE OF GENAROS GROUFS

RIDNAPS EXNKEE A BANEER FROM OTOYAC DE ALVAREZ AND LATER GIVES
HIM BAKC FOR A RANSON OF % feurty theusamd dellars.

THERE ARE MANY CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE ARMY. IN MAY 1971
‘THE ARMY BEGINS WHAT IS ITS BIGGEST OPERATION IN MODERN HISTORY
IN THE SIERRAS OF G@O, BRIyg 1
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BRINGING TOGETHER TWENTY FIVE BATALLION, SOME 14 FPERCENT OF

THE ENTIRE MEXICAN ARMY. THE GOVERVMENT USES DTEERYEYEDBXZEXK

FEXFENSX ARMS AND ALSO OTHER KINDS OF XE MORE SUBTLE WEAP NS
SOCTAL ACTION GROUPS OF THE ARMY MOVE IN 70 GIVE OUT ‘00D AND
CLOTHING TO THE DESTITUTE POPULATION ef the sierra. THEXEXET

IN NOVEBER OF LAST YEAR A GOMMANDO OF FENATO VAZQUEZ' GUERRILLA
EISNAF D TE NTLTIONATRE Em%ng;vgﬁgyogn HE IS ﬂoniﬂlgfx&‘!ﬁ“au‘
MILLION DOLLARS AND AMONG OTHERS TIINGS IS THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF COCA COLA) CASTREJON IS FREED AFTER XS THE GOVERNMENT

AGE

ES TO FLY EXNE EIGHT POLITICAL PRISONERS (AMONG THEM
MARIO MENENDEZ) TO CUBA AND HIS FAMILY AGREES TO HAND OVER
A QUARTER OF A MILLION DOLLARS. THXXE

THE OPERATION IS A TOTAL SUCCESS BUT IT BRINGS A REIGN OF
TERROR TO GUERRERO. FARI

S ARE IMPIRSONED AND THE ARMY NONES
INXBEEXNSX 1S ORDERED TO UICKEN ITS PACE. IN JANUARY OF THIS
YEAR THE WIFE OF GENARO IS ARRESTED IN ML‘XICO CITY AND SHORTLY
'OSE_BRACHO CAMPOS
AFTERWARDS THE SECOND IN COMMAND OF THE GUERRILLA GROUFE/FALLS
INTO A TRAP AND IS CAPTURED.
ON FEBRUARY SECOND AT 1:30 PM ''HE CAR IN WHICH GENARO AND
THREE MEMBERS OF HIS MOVEI

ENT ARE RIDING CRASHES INTO A BRIDGE
POST NEAR THE BITY OF MORELIA SOME 226 KILOMETERS TO THE WEST OF
THE CAPITAL OF MEXICO. GENERO IS THE ONLY EEXD FATAL INJURY. N
THE MORNING AFTER HXBXBEBRBX GLNAROS DEATH 38 PRISONERS ESCAPE ;
FROM THE MORELIA PRISON. THEY MADE BHEIR GET-A-WAY BY DIGGING
A TUNNEL (ESTIMATED A FOUR MONTHSS OF WORK) ACROSS TO A HOUSE
IN WHICH A YOUNG COUPLE HAD MOVED TN ABOUT FOUR MONT S AGO, JUST
ABOUT THE TIME IT TOOK TO BUILD THE TUNNEL ACCORDING TO ESTIMATI

THE RUMOR IS THAT GENARO VAZQUEZ WAS HEADING TOWARD MOREI
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