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1 From Il tchell Sharp to Castro to Brezhnev seems like an

/%’ ol g
\/ anlikely double play combination but it l'?"}ﬁ e little as if
they were playing on the same team last Tuesday. At least, they
52 were all batting the political ball arofid down below the Tropic
of Cancer., Vhile Sharp was speaking in Mexico, Soviet Party
f% Secretaery Brezhnev and Fidel Castro were addressing a rally before
i 2 million Cubans in Havana's Revolution Squara;

Ny’ Sharp, in lexico, spoke about easing international tensions

<]

\ 2nd so did Brezhnev and Castro in Havana, Castro mentioned Canada

! and Sharp mentioned Cuba. _ _

F what tl.e Canadian llinister for External Affairs said was

- A :

> that the exclusion of Cuba from the Organization of American
_,Rii States was an ZX example of xmw: division rather than unity.
\.\' ; \Ili
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) He declared that Canada would stay out of the 0AS until it becomes
concerned with practical results rather than with ideology.
The theme of practical results was also very much present
- in Both 3TBZ:HGV'SF9Hd Castro's speeches. Brezhnev told the
YAVAY

“Cubanst #ikm thot "exavating machines and harvester= combjines
; =3 X
are vezoons of revolutionary struggle." VWhat he was say. was that

e successful developmenh of their country wouldsnot only

. e A #
st f%ﬁ;;%?{;4ff' sacialil Y &t but would Enzagt;xample to

1g-eause of Ahe  SoCiakast—

fififz:)Mr. Srezhnev XEMKARXLXLXIKK
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IdEgvREXEXVRVEG also made the i
: point that"revolutions cannot be

)
€xported,
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the excavasors =nd harvesters of which 3Brezhnev

soke largely come from the Soviet Union, it was a way of poining

“he ide= thas Soviet aid to Cuba's peaceful development

renztiened the cause of the socialist world., In view of the

s

dismal failure of the Alliance for Progress 1n Lauin American and

¢ . - )I‘L

n US support for xezbibahabxxx unpopular mllltary dictatorships
have

hemisphere, the SOV1et example 1n Cuha might kex£ more

in the I is
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sttraction to
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CULIINATION OF FOURTEEN YEARS _/
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Tn lizrch, swentys two ycars: ago, Fulgencia Batista took power
I+ was the height of the Cold War and

4 U

in Cudz by = militar, coup. One of his first steps was to severe

L=

coup 2@ cut short the election campaign that was then in progress.

wno had been a with a good chance of winning

Zx® Fidel Castro, 2 ¥=umgK candldate for Congress then began his

truzzle that would lead his movement to victory almost seven years

L=2TGer, .

In 1659, the first ycar of 'the mew revolutionary government,

1960, however, mazrked a milestone. That month, Soviet Deputy Prime

tas Mikdyan payed a visit to Cuba to inaugurate a

Soviet exyosition and sign xxnxfixjffg.mod ?t EZ trade pact.
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n kzy of tnat year, diplomatic re&I%&ons were eﬂtablt%hed \
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2%t relations between the two co ntries really began to marm ub.

onth, foreign-ovned petroleum refineries refused to process a

-.1'
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couple .f barge loads of Soviet oil bought by the fovernnment é%

.
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dvantzgeous Mss. The gmxe Cuba.\; gw,_—eé%mg:m&cr"a
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Third Vorld ecountries thah most‘bommeﬁ%étors care to %

he beginnings of contzct with the Soviet Union. February

t was not until a mini energy c¢risis ctruck Cuba in June 1§60-f



3 Tha @ .

rovoluticnary deeree, took over the Texaco refinery. A few weeks
l=ter the United States government announced suspengion of

4([, 2
detiveriesxnfx@ux dediveries of Cuban suga¥[and the major oil

companies clemped down an embargo on dekiwkesdeliveries to the
island. nGY IV £ SBEReTO

The Gubsn economy was faced witglcatastrophe. Sugar represented
more than eighty percent of Cuban ino@dé:qudt@? United States
=psorbed T70% of Cuban crude sugar prbdﬁé?i&n;t:ii?ﬁ&éﬁ_petroleum
trenspertation and machines would comeféo'QTgffﬁégéghﬁgit.

something happened

Phe Sowketxinizr Then Ridxzerexxirg that. US,policy makers had

not bzrgained for considering the geopolitical position of Cuﬁé

only ninety miles off US shores, the presence of a major US
nsval base on Cuban territory and the still unchallenged
predominance of the llonroe Doctrine, The USSR offered %o buy
Cuban sugar and provide Cuba with petroleum, (he USxmxznmare
-Eqﬁﬁgge’b}gy»maﬁfﬂe%ErE}izgﬁ.ﬁéﬁ Cuba had acquired a powerful

21ly.
When Cuba was refused weapcns by Western manufacturers it

axzin turned to the Soviet Union. By April 1961 yhefi-the(Bay df

\ixg {rvosion came, the Cubans had a sizable supply of Soviet

as

gitmanti-aircraft guns, tahks, mortars and automatic rifles. 1
g3 these wea ons, moct of them spanking new, when I entered the

fighting area with the first group of foreign correspondent
1

immediately following the recapture of the heach-hea f%//
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The launching of Cuban-Soviet relations was’éimui$énqgus
with the hard splash down of Cuban-US relations. Since then, four
US presidents, two Republicans and two Democrats, have followed
identical policies of trade embargo, economic pressure against
third pzrtics wanting to do business with the Cubanﬁgnd general

hostility. toward the Cuban revolutionary government. It has been

and continues to be the same policy as that directed toward

Ciiina until recently.

‘; Over these _fourteen years, the UESF.has constlidated its

relaMane v1th,;;ba Qi%ffffd e zxtiemixx "The
,rmnmnlul rcce)élon ( the! words are those\of

X
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to Sovie: Party Secretary Brezhnev earlier this week

ence Presse) given

The visit of Soviet Party Secretary Brezhnev to Havana culminates
fourtecn cars of rektions between the two countries. On two successive

icys last week, a million Cubans turned out to give tkx Brezhnev,

in the words of the France Presse correspddent here, "a truly
triumphal welcome.™
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Commercizl relztions between Cuba and the Soviet Union have

slyrocketed from 160 million dollars in 1960 to more than a billion
ollurs in 1973. Exmm Over the past twelve years, the USSR has

supp ied the Cubans with 60,000 cars and trucks, 50,000 tractors,

clmost seven million tons of wheat and flour, much of it bought in

C- ada and transhipped to Cuba. Smxiek Over the same period

Soviet tankers have delivered 65 million tons of petrole )
AL il

Cuban refineries from the Black Sea area, ¢
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Over the decade of the sixties, the USSR su.plied Cuba with

every conceivable item necessary for its survival and development.

ixzﬁhxbxbﬁhibxhihahnﬂxﬁnbabxbxbnb1ﬁxhgbabxbﬁbihihibnbﬂbiﬁarxbxbxbx
Strangely enough,
IR XERAREAR, Cuba did not follow

the example of the Soviet Union in its economic approach, In the

had been
1-tter half of the sixties, cost accounting wmg virtually eliminated,

=nd the slogan of more pay for more work was rejected as a matter
divergencies on these matters,
of principle. Despite kxi®, fxste credits allowed Cuba to build up

a two billion dollar trade deficit with the USSR.

POSTPONEMENT OF DEBT
SezbmnibnzazbzbebwbebnztbbzUEBRbendb@uba
Bxz193Bbthbzvaﬂebdbfhzhﬁbhhdbpbahh&abzblhnbzhnhxbxhxbnhﬂxx

tixesviiiixonvivkizve touched the-three billion mark,

R amnron oo
In January 1973, Fidel Castro signed a series of xx=mge
PHJM' fnterest free
yz"tz economic accords, One of called for a twelve year
Aarnar Thy

XXk
coratorium on zll debts contracted with the Soviet Union £romF%ﬁe

beginning of the reyolution. “T—1966 Cuba will then have twanﬁ?p
() A / "‘f
£ivé Jea£~ to qu‘jﬂe fevktz debts. Another acdord conceded

300 million dollars as a starter for the construction of two

new textile plants, the reconstru tion of seven existing téxtile
plants, the rec nstruction of existing nickel processing plangl

the construction of a firet stage of a new nickel and cobolt
processing mill, the construction of electric power facilities, the

enlargenent of petroleum refineries, the recongtruction of Cuba's

railroad, the reconstruction and mechanization of Cuba's ports,
putting
ihe recondtruction of Cuba's television networks, the RERELXuZEXAn

into operation of a sugar harvester factory, the introduction of
computera in tkex naticnal planning, the continuation of geological
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At the same time, The USSR agreed to buy la:ge quantities of
Cuban sugar mndxmizket 2t eleven cents a pound from 1973 +to 1980'
. _

anc nickel at $5000 a ton over the same period.

The zxéﬁxﬁxxxagx nactﬁ% according to the Cubans, uivé%% them
A Stable

more than a dgéade}ef/economlc development mk and technologlcal

advance at a time when most small underdeveloped nations face

in uncertain future. By the end of this period, Cuba pgfﬂ‘&to

have developed a viable fishing industry, a dairy industry and

year as compared with 36 million tons today and 18 million in 1958.

& nickel indstry that will produce more than 100 million tons a

A At the same time she hopes to exp er trade relations

with Ether nations. Slnca\QQ?A\QSiffha_ sol about a millions
n 1972 to

tons of sugar a year dﬂOunting,

The close relutlone wiﬁh—&ﬁbé"haa=ﬁe¢'ﬂezm§ﬁ $6"H55e dampened

Cuba's d931re¢ to expand trade relations with other nations.
Gt
Qe the—past T four years, fuhaxhzsxkai Japan has bought a mllllon#
ﬂJb LA
£ ns ofsug Lf annually from Cube, a sizable percentage of Gggg

L%ihh,l»outpuu. The trade balancé w1th Japan is about three to one
=t 2 ;140 million % lars)u |13 2

in favor ™o [ apanese businessmen are extremely active b

The opposite Wi
in encourazing the Cubans to buy in their country. ﬁnbnnxbhhxbxvﬁAgﬁ

Wl /

¢ixoxoxbxbaaﬂdyhnbxhxbxbtbxhxhnjiixbxbthhhibhhng Bﬁbnhxt7ﬁéhxhnhif

problem exists ;n fjfard to @uban-Canadian trad%/ in 1973,/80 million
FFEETHLRK OB LA AR XY K X KAFLLAERE |

=
dollars to 15 million in favor of Canada), If Canada is to compete

with Japan and other cou tries for the RexrIzpimgx@uanx the 1imited
out viable Cuban market, it will prabably be obliged to buy more

Cuban suger which has been kept out until now'bccause of preferential ;

tariffas to Commonweglth countries,



