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o the vist to cuba of the american church delegation had a
double character: religious and political. '
~ on the religous side, it provided an opportunity for the
american churchmen to discover the reality of religous Life in
Cuba and for the cuban church to moral, financial and material
aiq from its rich u.s. counterparts., the visit also spurred
pProspects of rechonciliatior and unity between the catholic church
in cuba and the catholic church in centers of the cUbaﬁ exile
community, principally miami. !
on the pOLiticaﬂ side, the visit highlighted the desirability
of peace coexistance between the cﬁﬁﬁihoLic church and cuba’s
revolution government, a point stressed by cuban Leader fidel
castro. some abdiE@pLomasts in havana interpreted the visit as
another sign that tensions between the united sjftates and cuba -
could be Lessened by further. 'dialogue and pointed to the successful
conclusion in mid-december”1984 of the u.s-cuban immigration
aggreement as a first step‘in that direction.
f@lipe carneado, the’ man responsible for church affairs within
Cuba’'s communist party viewed th_e visit as +a first'Step in a
wider dialogue.+ cuban vice-president, carlos rafael rodriguez
said- that +0Hfba and the church have to-understand each other
and work togetherff on common problems, that of peace, social and
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economic development and improving the Life of the people.+
rodriguez, NH who sepnt Long hours with the american de%egation :
said +therg.-are many areas in which there is a total coincidence
of views between thristian and marxist thought,+ a view often
expressed by jesuit-education fidel castfq h@?%msepf.dﬂ'._
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in his sergmon at havana's'gothic sacred heart‘church, cuban
archbishop ]gaime ortega sald that +the cause of unity brings the
christians closer to other christians and also brings them clLoser
to non-nkaievers.+ in his sermon at the sdgfMmi¢¥same church,
archbishpop flores of san antonio spoke of the importance of
unity between the peoples of different Lands, between churches
and between catholics in cuba and miami. since the revolution,

there have been an evident estrangement between the cuban based

church and catholic Leaders in miami. who have suggested that

the church in cuba is too passive in its dealings with cuba’s
socialist govermnment.
the visit of the american delegation was not considered as

a renewal of contacts between the u.s. and cuban churches inasmuch
:“)_ as prior to the cuban revolution they had Little to do with one

another. cuba's catholic church had strong Links with spain

and 70 porcent of its priests and nuns in 1959, the year of the

revolutionary triumph, were spanish.

the american delegation found freedom of worship in cuba but
a dramatically debilitated church.

following the revolution, the catholic churﬁurch in cuba Lost

Jé mass base when many priests confronted castro s revolutionary
government.

in the early 1960's, most of cuba's wealthy catholics went into
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exile and the majority of the spanish priests view'the revolution

~ with great reserve and, in some cases, actively identified with
L3 -

counterrevoLéutionary groups. on september 17, 1961, the cuban
; _ " gosernment expelled 131 priests and Qnuns from the island,
accusing them of opp051t10n15t activities.
durlng the first years of the revolution, numerous cubans
' - " who support?the revolution felt obliged to make a choice and Left

the church.
i 5 although several milLlion cupbans are baptized, onLy 75,000
% ‘of cuosa’'s 10 million population attend mass on sundays.
“ archbishop flores pointed to the fact that there is no

.public, anti>church propaganada in cuba but he noted that the
church no Longer has access to the mass media nor i§ ifﬂpermitted
to run parochiaL schools since all% private education institutions
with the exception of. seminaries were prohibited by Law in 1960.
f{hé american delegation dibcovered that the cuban church
has/not been successful in winning over the new generation. cuba's
two‘cathoLic semlnarles have a totaL of onLy'7O students.
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more than half of cuba’s 220 cathL1lC Ppriiests wsr @ v) uallcu
since the revolution and thére is a étrongdcurrent among many b
Eyoungeh gpriests in favor of cooperation with the cuban§ government
in the fields of social- services and welfare. |
‘the cuban government gives mdetary and material aid for the

' repair of churches which are declared historical monuments and for

catholic welfare projects such as homes for the aged and a home
for the mentally ilLlL. Last year fidel castro-pointed to the work
of the nuns at the santovenia home for the aged in havana as ‘
an example of efficency and dedication that outshines state run
facilities. ' '

a special department in the central committee of cuba’s
dmmunist party, the americ%/n bishops Learned, .is the main
point of contact between the church and state in cuba. while
relations between the two are those of respect, the american
delegation was made aware of some of the problems faced by the
cuhan church. ' : ‘ _

cuban prelate,s told the american churchmen that they would
Like a more defined position on the part of fhe cuba,n]govermnment
on the question of discrimination against religious persons in

. cefirtain spheres. while freedom of relidon is explicitely

guaranteed in the cuban constitution, some church official say
thatpg reLigous youth, as an example, find 1t difficult to enfer
the highly selected university system as full time students.

" the cuban church also wants the cuban government to allow
foreign priests to reinforce the cuban cleargy in gfeater numbers.
over the past few months the cuban government has, in fact, given
permission for foreign nuns to work in the social.aid and welfare
projects of the church @but few foreign priests have recieved
permission to *give pastoral services in cuban churches on a
_permanent'bésis.. .

plans are being made for the vist of another u.,s. catholic
flchurch delegation to vist the island and maintain the diaololpgue
already begun. this first encounter was consered as positive
by.-all concerned. ﬂ the top vatican'representative in havana,
msg giulio anaudi said he was highly satisfied by the visit,

)Ltdm - if you want materials on qgress conference please Let us
knwow immediately so that i\ will have them punched for the
2pm (est) call from you/ regards/ martin



Ly archbishop james malone, president of the u.s.

malone said +we had a hel
wide

bishops conference.
P_ful exchange of views on a wage

range of topics during a five hour meeting with fidel castro.+
he said that the delegation commented to castro on some positive
observations and also pointed out several pastoral concerns.
among the positive comments were that +there have been
} marked improvements in the overall Literadby ntate of the people,
‘ that there have fbeen Limited but real improvements in communications
between the church and é%te and that health care has improved
{ appreciably as evidenced in the Low infant mortality rate.+
{ ; among the’ pastoral concerns pointed out by the biships was
f +the need for intensive and drganised dialogue between the bishops
[ - of cuba and thel\ highest authorites of the government.+ +mr castro,+

\ - following is essential content of g pre s;conference chaired b(
i
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the archbishfp staid in his prepared stated, +seemed to be open
to such a dialoque.+. ’
the b%shdps al so mentioned to dr. castro what they believe is
the defeacto discrimination against believing catholics. +while
we seek no special privilege as members of a certdin faith, we
, always ask that Raracticing believer not suffer dgiscrimination in
jobs, education and other areas of society. +mr. castro said that
f Pressure against catholics was no Part of the polLicy of govermnment
and noted historical reasons which might explain the possiblility
of individual pressure against catholics,+ the statement said and
went on, +dr. castro pleddged to review this in detail with cuban
nish&mops.+ y
archbi%&hop malone anneunced that dr. castro had been presented
with a List of polLitical prisoners who have, according to their
relatives in the united states, problems of health. castro said the
health of those on the List would be checked and if anyone is
found to be seriously ilLLL they will be released as a humanitarian
gesture and allowed to join théir relatives overseas.
: ' malone said castro tolgd them that he would Like to become
!r acqqgginted with “the pgﬁpe and amid Laughter added: +in cuba or
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the president of the u.s. biships conference refuted charges
made by some churchH Leader in miami that the delegation had peen
manipulated Ly the cuhans.'he said: given the obvious restridtions
of the brief visit, we do not feel that we have- in any way peen

manipulated by the authorities. + he said that the delegation had bea

been free to go where they wanted and to talk to anyone.

the statement read by malone said the highlight of the vist was
tehe celebration of public Liturgies in churches in santiago de
cuba and'havana. +the participation of so many people, especially
the young, was a sourcé of great encouragemen{,+ he said.

he also noted that +the church in cuba has for many reasons

"experienced a significant Loss of membership. +there seems to

ke .reasons to hope that his trend has been stopped,+ he said.

the statement said that the u.s. biships would expLore the
possibiLity of sending financial assistance to the church in cuba.

it ended: +we believe it is signifaicant that the biships of
Suba and the highest authories in government there .may soon meet
in diaLogue in.an intensive and ongoing manner. while there have
been, improved communidation possibilities in recent times, this
new Level of discussion ais a real sign of hope for the church in
cuba.+ ;

end end. end end end end



