this is lionel martin in h avana...for the world at eight monday.

or sunday night.

the service message. more than 110,000 Cubans refugees have
already arrived in R=kx Florida in small boats that{went to
Cuba from Florida to pick them upe. herejis the story.

The mariel-Florida small boat 1ift for Cuban refugees has

winding down. From a high of 1500 boats from florida in the Cuban

port ofﬂmxmlimériel a :év weekszago, there are'oniy a handful

now, , ; , L \“‘:b o sty g g , ol e .
When Fidel Castro announced that mxxtni Guba wouhd allow

‘all cubans who wanted to to- leave - and when he opened mariel

l
to boats from Flormda, ‘8 mad dash. across the stralts of florida “n

began. Most of the boats ‘were. owned or hired by Cuban exiles to

Y
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brlng out theirp famllles.

Then ‘the U g government hs et up a tlght ﬁxﬁ coast guar 4

securlty cordon 1n the stralts and. began punlshlng some of the ~

boat owners to brlnlng in 1llegal allens. So the number of boats

ﬁnxmﬂtnvtvxxxmnxx mbtﬁn@x salling from florlda dwlndled to just
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a few a yveek.. - ~ :
xﬁxtxi The dunklrk style exodus took ahnnt aver 110 000

”Cubans to Florlda. But at Laxt least twice that number have Cuban

government perm1931on to 1eave. If and when the U.S. ooest guard
removes its hmnhzbihfbtx doxens of boats now guardlng the straits,

it is very pm331ble that a tit!gtlcontraband trade in ttbngntx‘ttlnl'

br1n1ng illegal alzen Gubans to thva S shores will beglnsﬁlfgsgge-ﬂi'

the Cubans continue to £1x- the weloome flag for !tnbtﬁxbx boass from '

Florida at Mariel. ~ =~ .. s 8 g , #° .
This is Lionel Martin in Havana for GBO R dio News.
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