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Its been a hot and humid summer here in Havana. And the
streets are full of new bicycles and bikers who know absolutely
nothing about the rules of safety. f-}.n

The bikes are something new for this citv of two ntllion. A
It all began about a year ago when President Fidel Castro %) )
announced that Cuba was critically short of ‘gasoline.

He said that we are going to enter the eraof the bicycle 120
and since then about 300,000 Chinese-made bikes have been *".§;§ﬁ
imported and sold at moderate price to workers and students here..”‘vf;

The bikers, expecially the school age kids on vacat;on. AR S
seem to be enjoying themselves but the nerves of many drive?s of w
cars are just about shot. A

I drive very carefully here in Havana because the kids

‘swerve from lane to lane without warning or zoom acroos a naJdr ﬁizf“”ﬂ

thoroughfare in what some call Cuban Roulette. Nights are
especially hazardous since many bikes have neither reflectors nor
headlights. -h_
Biking is good exercise and it cuts down on po!lutian but~ 30
it is also a symbol of the tough economic squeeze in which Cdba
finds itself. e
More than 80 percent of Cuba's trade was with the
Eastern European communist bloc. Much of the trade was~ a
But now the former communist countries want hard curren
{5 dollars. And that is Jjust what Cuba does not have. S '
have been told to tighten their belts and expect more—ahd mor:
austerity.
Cuba has had to cut down on its purchases of‘canag__,
wheat. That is why strict bread ratlonlng has been t
here in Havana.
1 see my Cuban neighbors go down to the corﬂer
the grocery store - and come back. after”waitlng,

about four little cups eacl
There isn't too much 1 the
and when #h°Y

ucts an
comes around there 1s a lot of puahing anH
The Cubans are making a suprenerﬁffafig

a gallon or more to take home.
food. Fidel Castro, who was brought up on a farm,

were encouraged to move to the cit
them back to the farms, But manv,a
as it were, do not want to 9o bat
encouarged to uork on the fanus.
or tuo. '
. There has been a
enthuslaahnheue"alnca
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