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The Cuban Baseball Federation hgs, decided to call off 1y
"Bageball Diplomacy" for this spring season. A top Cuban \ﬁ»i)g
' sports official, Fabio Ruiz, notified Gabe Paul, General O_M}
Qﬁﬂd Manager of the New York Yankees of the Cuban decision. &ﬁf‘. N
Mr Ruiz s the message thro&@h David LeFevre, a New Yor Qﬂ\
lawyer an and Eaton)) who Z3PNENNZAZIBBALELNG

2 ¢ é%ﬁgix has been trying to arrange a baseball exchange with
the Cubans for several years. Attempts by Mr. Ruiz to. reach
Mr. PawlYoBPFPEaay and Saturday failed.
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The Cuban officig};said at his office at Sports City here
that caxs®RX Bowie ¥ik Kuhn, the Baseball Commissioner, is v0 0

responsiblefSE the Buban decision to shut the door on the visit
by an American major league team during $hring training. The
Cuban were prepared to play the New York Yankees on April 1lst
but Mr. Kuhn refused to give his permission to the New York ball
club. Instead he suggested that an All-Star team be organized
to play in Cuba. :
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According to Mr. Ruiz, the New York Yankees originally
suggested that their team play in Cuba last year. The Cubans
received no other prxmymitx propositions &kt over subsequent
months and accepted the Yankee proposal. President Fidel Castro
told Congressman Jonathon Bingham of New York in Havana recently
r@hﬂp&Qy\that Cuba was looking forward to the Yankee visit. lo2
President Carter =ahibdb characterizedy gs "cons tive" -
a Cuha-Yankeé*§553%2i1NgggéiiégfﬁgggL'%?uiﬁﬁﬁﬁ??iﬁégg%ééﬁgﬁﬁﬂ“q*
Commissioner Kuhn sent a telegram Jagiéfgaban.x;uxtx baseball .
federation propesing the visit of a Major.League all-Star teamd
to Cuba on March 27 and 28th, i

) .
Mr. Kuhns cable arrived three days after the Cubans began
their own baseball championship playoffs. The original Cgban plan

was to postpone ﬁhe beginning of their yiaywmffim playoffs in order
to M Cuban xab¥bxkt all star teem to play the Yankees. Mr,
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Ruiz said that the baseball federation gave Mr. Kahn until
last Friday to change his mind about the Yankee vigit. They
received no work from the Baseball Commissioner and decided to
call mffxaXTxionrk the whole thing off,

In spite of their present action, Mr. Ruiz said that there

is a standing invitation t04¥§. K to ﬁgsit Cuba tp discuss Ehﬂ
fatuppzef future plans_%gf axBx hbnﬁg33$§3nﬁgi;§§htﬁf/ o
BT in Cuba. The Cubans, however, dmxmat
.8till do not understand why Bowie Kihn irntervened when the
ﬂﬂéw York Yankee vigit, was alréady agreed upg*it was rumored here
that Mr. Kuhn £53% THe Yankees would use their visit to gain
an ingide track on the ypmxmka zmxitx hiring of Cuban baseball
players. Mr, Buiz said however that Smem the cubgﬁ”féﬁﬁﬁall
federatiog has no plans at this tigpe to allow any of its players
to go to the United States.to pfay basebal%; Bhe Cubans viewed
+he New York Yankee vigit as the beginning of an era dmring whihh

other *=xm American teams would visit Cuba.

AX¥bxhxbrbk Although the ¥i3xXWahmkbE Cuban-Yankee game was never
announced officially here in Cuba, there was widespread knowledge
that the Yankess were coming. The irrépressible Cubans even
coined a few jofgs?*ﬁﬁét nobody shout "Yankee Go Home" during
the ballgame, for fear the Yankee players on base think it meant

"homeplate". Newtof the stponent ofﬂBaseball Diplomacy“ is suee
to disappoint Cubang~who learn of it.
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