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fide] castro’s blast sgainst president reagan and his central
a golicy came during confexence (3 hours) to a eunhxm
latin americen journslists. it came in response to maverick questien
Because castro was more interested in talking sbout the foriegn
debt of the third world and latin america more than he was about
P prestcent. rsagan.
in fact, the three day conference of journalists turned into
a'seminar on the foreign debt with castro spesking for at least six
shours'in his call for e +strike+ of debtor natisns. 4n an unaccustomd
mle, 1t wag castro who was warning that if the debt 1s not . ‘
~cancelled or 1f latin smerican nations dont refuse to pay, & E
[ revolutionary fire will sweep all of latin america. he insists,
& many non-comnunist latin americén economicsts and statesmenare
&lsp beginning to insist, that the latin american debt is unpayable’
d that even interest payments on the debt leave thosenations in
& untensble economic situation which depresses even further the
already miserable state of affairs.
castro seemed almost obsessive is his insistance that the E:;,,
1ssuc be given prioxity. d the P

b
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the debt



qh-— creditor and THT the TEtEw’ an
would not pay their debt. +the first thing 1’d do would be to

A#kg-an asperint, he answered. &
"he likened the creditor nations (ithe big capitalist creditors)
.8n elephant that has fallen into a pit-trap of pigmies. the 8
emericen nations are the pigmies. they have to united to do
Mething about the elephant in the trap because no single one can
dle the situstion. during the press conference he continued to
use the term calling cuba and nicaragua +courageous pigmiest
the conference took place in one of the smaller halls of cu
of the-smaller halls of cuba’s
palace of conventions, fidel appeared energized, almost on a high,
and occasstonaly left his sit before the microphone to pace bac¥and
foxth. '
the wonder of 1t 1s that castro had not sslept in more than
thirty hours. in fact. over the past few months it appears he has
nly gotten a few hours of sleep a night since almost every day he
bas given speech and interviews, the latter lasting into the wee hous
* hours of the morning. the press confersnce ended at 2 am and castrn
@ologised that he ~ust lcave (the ceisgatss were expected at the
.. famed tropicens i < ne didnt want anybody to
9 away without their juestion being awswered. he gave orders to make
a list of questions snd their askers atd promised to meet with each
&d every oneof them.
over the past month castro has almast single handedly carrfed
on & propaganda offensive sround the foreign debt trying to
encourage unifisd resistance by latin american and third world natios
nations to paying it. castra tne. lewysr explained that +moratariumt
n3 that. even the united stafes’ .
moratoriun et one time. he acgues
that the big western nations should absorb the debt by paying it
Off with money now used for the ams race. he said that if this is
rot done, latin emerican anstions would no langer be able to buy
U.se and western industrialised nation products and that the fans
of revolition would be flamed.
* after castzo used the allsgory of the elephant snd the pignies,
cartoons began to appear around the confenrece hall. ane showsd and .
. elephant with his four hoofs retracted over his gential region. ¢
;fadel castro with g big Cigar is walking away in the distgne gnd
servers watch. one gbserver asks: what happened? the  f

zner'wnaxvax enswers: +that guy Just Kicked the elephant you-knd :.‘




g’mﬁf idnt sleep™for so lonj 1t was beca 3
wwith the journalists conference, a session of cubas national asssmbl

Weshbeing held. he e for hours alsg at the national assembly
PR o ticnes occontamination 9f suba's bays and river,

and #ts effect on commercial fishingand especially shrimp and oyster

pmﬁttmn. i
Psince jenuary,
“en the foreign d

tro has given numerous merathon interviews
. from the washington post and playboy to

various women’s conferences (congress of cuban womens federation and
congress of latin american women).

as & matter of fact , he spoke at yreat length to the playboy
interviewers about the foreign debt. playboy only used a tiny portion
on that theme but. the cuban newspapers printed that part in full.

castro sees the foreign debt issue as one that can united
). third world nations despite their social system. he even suggested
that 1f pinochet of chile joined in jenouncing payments on the
% debt he would be welcome into the circle of opponents notwithstanding
~ the fact thet cuba would continue to oppose his regims. the creditor

nations are backed into a corner because it is impossible to

force the nations of the third world to pay the debt, they just domt
to the burden.

castro sent out 1 delegations to theinternational women
congress in maroibi naroibi and to the world youth festival dn
woscow with phamp pamphlets of his speeches on the debt to spread
the word

have it and each new




" castro seemed extremely confident and o
" he believed he had an issue that would help break cuba out of its
R isolation (political) and one that could become a rallying cry fer

sectors of latin =
~ unionists.

‘eastro is =
on the foreign debt to united the pigmies against the elephant
{one journalist had to point out the elephant symbol fits since
reagan is a republican)

oricen seciety, from businesmen ta trade

with a gause and 3t this time he is centering

thats it, bernard. hope some of the material is useful.
1 couldnt get it through on the telex 2arlier (r problems at the
havana 1ibre). bybybby
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