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Fidel Castro lamented
last December that revo-
lutionary vigilance was

t

- declining in Cuba and ob-
__...!;“‘* i-‘ sérved, "Maybe what our

{ people are lacking is an
enemy. "

.| the estimated 10,000 Cu-

*~ 4 Havana's Peruvian em
-+ | bassy compound await-

. Ing to accept them.
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olution.
Last week, after an
. editorial in the official
! newspaper Granma gave
the government version
wf events, the country's
hﬁul and political or-
sations began voic-
: sndemnation of the
_amﬁmy crowd and sup-
"port tm' ‘thc r’wolutla
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P dei s & are Hbumg' dﬁ-
unzquenu andkl‘“h :

'm- hbourhood clubs
1 linked to the committees
Wihn defence of the rev-

_,

rh,

jate declarations.

ay last weekend it was
‘*aw ilt to ignore all the
seople marching in the
reets with their signs

| BT :;Mhﬂtha embassy
| or sh '“-'ly’ ”Thn delm-

(¥ lq:n men, women and :
S N ldren crowded into

| Ing the chance to take
. ' advantage of the Castro .

| government's pledge to
let them leave the Carib-
| bean island as soon as
.| other countries are will-

As the Peruvian em-
bassy episode developed
over the past two weeks,
-1 supporters of Dr Castro's
- | government began to see
it as an affront to his rev-

c ; W mmy Gu- -

?allrtMn dissued the ap-

The enemy today is

i

embassy compound. One
of the Cuban guards died
in the gunfire that fol-
lowed.

The six on the bus .

brought to 25 the number
- of réfugees granted asy-
lum in the embassy. Such
~ grants are part of Latin
America's diplomatic
tradition and are widely
“honoured, usually being
followed by grants of safe
conduct from the em-
bassy out of the country

concerned.
The Cuban govern-

ment keeps guards
around all embassies
here, denying access to
- people without a specific
invitation to enter.

The Castro govern-
ment's response to the
bus incident was to re-
move its guards from the
Peruvian embassy and
announce later that all
the Cubans who subse-
quently flooded into it
seeking asylum would be
free to leave this country
once accepted elsewhere.

There was an excep-
- tlon however — those
- who had used force to
enter the embassy.

‘The announcement,
made on April 5, was an
unexpected twist in a row
President Castro had
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‘been having with Vene-
zuela as well as Peru
over Cubans seeking po-
litical asylum in their
embassies here.

The quarrel began re-
cently after several-
carloads of Cubans
crashed past Cuban

d

. an embassy co

enemy
for Cuba

guards into the Venezue-

lan and Peruvian em-
bassies. Cuba accused
both countries of en-
couraging its dissidents
by giving them asylum.

Cuba's latest action —
including allowing the
would-be refugees in the
Peruvian embassy to
come and go as they liked
pending emigration —
angered the Lima mili-
tary government.

Fence patrol

A statement there ac-
cused Cuba of leaving the
embassy exposed to dan-
ger. One Peruvian politi-
cian complained that
“the Cubans know very
well that we are a poor
which cannot
cope with such a flood of
refugees." . '

Last
would-be emigrants,
mostly young, were wait-
ing for Peru and other
countries in Latin

f
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America and elsewhere
to make good on their:

- promises to accept some

of them, though complete
numbers were not im-
n;ediately available here.
~It has been a saga for
the people in the Peruvi-.

During the 1
days after the Cuban
guards were pulled out
some 350 would-be refu-
gees entered the em-
bassy, often by climbing
the fence. They lounged
around the’ spacious
garden. By the afternoon

‘of April 5 the total may

/

weakend the

have been 1,500.

- Word spread on Ha-
vana's Radio Bemba, the
grapevine, that anyone
wanting to leave Cuba
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grants and Castro sup-
porters who also turned
up outside the compound.

The melee continued
through the night. By
dawn the compound was a
seething mass of human-
ity.

At 6 o'clock that Sun-
day morning, a tight po-
lice cordon was put up,
isolating the compound
and the refugees.

Outside it people wan-
dered around, sometimes
with food, looking for rel-
atives inside.

Inside, there was ela-
tion and defiance. But af-
ter a day in the burning
sun the 8,000 to 10,000 peo-
ple were thirsty, hungry
and tired.

Health conditions
were abysmal. People
battled to reach the wa-
ter taps outside the em-
bassy building. The wa-
ter finally gave out.

The embassy house
was occupied by mothers
with small children. The
others were outside. The
two inside toilets were
the only ones available.
The stench of urine,
faeces and sweat filled
the air.

Then, at sunset, the
Cuban authorities took
action, bringing in water
for the refugees and in-
stalling portable toilets

and a small hospital near

could go to the Peruvian Pz ¥4

embassy.
The stampede came
after the sun went down.

Thousands of people
milled around the em-
bassy, many going over
the fence. A fence patrol
was organised by those
already inside in an ef-
fort to keep the number of
entrants down to man-
ageable numbers. It
failed. -
There was violence, in-
cluding stone-throwing,
between would-be emi-

the compound.

In a bizarre touch,
waiters from the top- ..
class Nasional Hotel, im- -
maculately dressed in /-
black trousers and white -
shirts, appeared with
cardboard boxes of food -~
packed at their estab- =
lishment and handed
them over the embassy |

fence.

A minority of those in- -/
side ostentatiously threw
the full boxes back. 74

Such was the mistrust
that there was no stam-
pede of takers for the hos- |~
pital and portable toilets
or for the official offers of
safe-conduct passes al-
lowing people to visit
their homes or even re-
main there until ready to
emigrate.

During the past week ".
conditions  worsened in’ J
-the compound, jammec’*,ﬂ,_;

as it was with people whe o

had come there un- :;
prepared for a long stay. -

There was one birth,
and one death, and a few ‘
of the minority who ac- |-
‘cepted the chance to wsn I

their homes came bac

said, gang‘s inside th
compound were bus
scaring people into refus
ing the safe conduct offe]

-- Reuter. |
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