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By Lionel Martin
Washington Post

Havana

ARIA, A Cuban girl with
tight red slacks, a revealing
yellow blouse and modest plat-
form shoes, talks to a foreign

man near the entrance of the

Hotel Nacional here. They wan-
der off together, headed for one
~ of Havana's 70 posadas — motel-

like establishments that rent
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A Problem Returns

with the spurt of foreign tour-
IS In recent years. .

Somehow, Maria discov-
ered that a few hours with a
foreigner could bring her rich
rewards. The foreigner has
hard currency and access to the
dollar stores selling radios, re-
corders, pretty clothing and
other items in an austere econo-
my with strict rationing of food
and clothing.

The Cuban government is

rooms to couples by the hour
Wlth no ! quesl:ions askedl

Maria is 17, a school drop-
out and a self-employed prosti-
tute. In any other Caribbean
tourist resort or in pre-revolu-
tionary Cuba it would have
been a common sight. But in
Cuba today it's an anomaly, a
- break-away from revolutlonary-
~era social norms and a serious
lation of Cuban law.

h 1957 about 100,000 prosti-
mapmted in Cuba. Many of

keenly aware that foreign tour-
ism enhances the danger that
there will be more Marias. By A o
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- CUBAN PRESIDENT Castro

sees the problem in strategic

terms. In a September speech

he sald that the CIA’s secret war
a IY ms. sahot

In 1961 the new Cuban
governmerit of Fidel Castro
cracked down on organized
prostitution and gambling. Casi-
nos and brothels were closed,
and Castro urged the pimps and
‘gamblers to go to Miami at S oo ug
Cuban government expense. P

m wa even younger than who didn't leave wem;
Maria, brought in to tﬂe city’s ~ sent to correctional prison,

ranged ﬂm | ._Cuban ccuntryside -




