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Cuba and its socialist system, espe-
cially in the Third World, the West
ern diplomat said.

=Medical doctors area ... oo
cessity in the world.” Castro, 55,
said during a congress of Cuban
health workers earlier this month.
“When we think of the necessities
of Latin America, Asia, Alrica, of
the underdeveloped world, mil
lions of doclors are needed and
they are not training them ony:

The Cuban goal is to graduate
3,000 physiclans a year.

Castro said. s

o develop Cuba into world medi

=1 don't think there will ever [
too many doctors or public heaith
workers,” he said.

The couniry's progress in 20
years contributes 10 Casiro’s opll-
mism. When Castro’s rebel army
marched into Havana in January
1959 there were 6286 doctors in
Cuba. the Cuban Medical Associa-
tion said.

Even before the revalutionary
government offictally introduced

graduate more than 1,000 doclors

annually.
has 16,173 doclors == one

sncialized medicing, doC1oTS hgan
to leave the country. By 1961, when
Cuba began an ambitiows program
of medical education, only 300
daoctors were on the island.

Before the revelution, the only
Cuban medical school in Havana
prnéd out about 300 doclors annu-
ally, a 1979 report by UNESCO's Eco-
nomic Commission for Latin Amer-
ica, or CEPAL., said.

Cuban medical

ually

Cuba
for every 600 people, Castra said.
CEPAL statistics show there was
ape doctor for about 1,000 peaple
before the revalution.

Castro said the recemtly estab-
lished Cuban institute for tropical
medicine “can play a iremendously
important role for nations of the
scheals uw_'l_'lllrd“l'ﬂﬂd."'
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