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Juantorena Sel
For U, VMeet

i By Lionel Martin ’
“uweeinl 1o The \M“m?lmu_;mn Post
HAVANA, May 2-<Alberto Juantorena. C uban

double gold medal winner of the 1976 Montreal
Olvmpics, will compete in the United States {or the

first time sunday in Los Angeles,

He savs he is out to break his own world 800-me-
ter record this track season.

he runner, renowned for his graceful, gazelle-
like style, was interviewdd d during one of hls daily
three-hour training stints here,

Juantorena broke his own world record in 1977. 1t .
sl:mdq at 1:43:44 and he hopes (o lower it to 1:43.

Asked i Los Angeles might be the place, he an-
\wewd “1 don’t think so. It's not the time. It will be
my first competition of the season.

“U'm happy to be on the first Cuban tr d(k and
teld team that is going to the United States since |
1958, What is most important is that 1 can expect |
some good competition and, besides, it will be good !
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United States.” ,
Juantorena is 28, married, with a 4-year-old daugh-
ter and a l-year-old son. His wife is a physical edu-

cation teacher and he recently decided to follow her
tootsteps, although he is a third.year economics stu- |
dent at the University of Havana. Both are membets

of Cuba’s Young Communist League.
Juantorena trains by running on saud on hills

and on the track. He says he feels in excellent con-

dition for the heavy schedule of the international

track campmgn which includes the Pan American

Games in Puerto Rico in July.
“The key to running the 800 in 1:43 flat,” he said,

“is to have good competition and also to be tavored

by the wind.”
Juantorena expects to run both the 400 and 800

meters this season. He won gold medals in both
events in Montreal but his 400-meter time is well
off the world mark. He will run the two distances in
the 1980 Olvmpics in Moscow, he savs, and then '
switch-to 1,500 meters to mund out his running ca- ‘\
reer. AR

Alejandro Casanas the Cuban Olympic hurdles 2
ohampion who until recently held the 110-meter |
hurdles world record, also will run in Los Angeles. [

His mark was brok_en by Maryland's Renaldu q
Nehemiah in San Jose, Calif. last month. Casanas |
says that the fact that Nehemiah broke his record so |
early in the season means that, “1 will have tremen- d
dous mcentive to wm mv recovd back.” b
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