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tegenson 1z a cuben nationsl hero, a superstar known to
evazy man, women and child on this isiand: hcee time o olymei
Peavynsight champ and twootime world amsteur boxing title holder,
feofilo Stevenson at thity-thres yesrs of sge is facing the
biggest challenge of his life -~ hig battle to win his fourth
T o lympis gold medai iatiiae nsiee.

retan
born and rats:
called wthe greatest omati
following his t.

orts’

1s jamaican born father in 1981, he went into slump and" there
vezs thdee, cuban anon them,uho said stevensan wes over the hill
and should’hang_up his
in 165¢ 4o 2111 kaden 1n halle, east german n¥
disqualification after he nit nis opponent below the belt three
me. it wag the first time stevenson, a clean and accurat
E:m:hux‘, had doM# such a cnxn,A cuban; who knew teofil swhlspsrad
't was a sign of weak preparation snd blamed it o
long vigils at had rathar s badcise and the aneutng depcession
tallowing hic fatner's d
the whispers became sotto voce after he lost to italia

23 decision against stevenson wae unjust; last year, also
he Lost to soviet boxer siexanae keupkn i the local corfol
car kr. evenson an:

broke th thtnugh iovanson's dafemeive:jebs ie punten’ tne champ from
c

hile some suggested that he retirs, stevenson himeelt scoffed
at the tdea. tyou contt win 1
il 8
:|11fornxu:
my life bec

st118¥averveght anil despite‘vedpatis e hoe not

d him clos

e speed and dynamite right that made np]nl In
nose whashave Siac w{s
er -gxessxvunuss nnd tiviaf




oo mpatriots spur him on. an Jpen letUS¥SSR"the cuban newspape
mwsp per, Juventud belde, said to stevenson:gito obtain
fourth medal in heart of yanke: imperiali our
AR hear our national anthym played there means & new
B vietory ol 880 O

¥

since january, ctevenson has trounced three top international
~:9 n heavywsignt amateurs: piotr skok in halle, sast gex
& tyrell biggs in T and italian baglic chianese in lo: d
engeles 10 mid o 3
lcides sagarra, the tcubanifainer who has rassed his
Lands boxing ican’ ta the opTe thoelist, believes that the
ze competitition testilo has befo

o the Slympics, the better.
' of the champe problems ever the 135t thres ysats hes been
Ris oo faw b outs, many against second rate fightere, and
hazaen gy s
isle. when cuba

the
5,00 Gecent sparring partnazs on'the tcopical
7 nile twg nasvie: -ght, angel milian,

ratioed in 1951, the last of tne Yocal men that could and wauld
exchange blows ,,uy teofilo was gons.

stayenson, even u

wallgp. milian, some
in his own right
Stavenson. while the
B milien zapped tn

aw

reatest =
5t peen nlucky enough to cotheided with
1an visotsky beat Stevens

an thres time: during

hi career-

1f stevenson wins the gold et los angeles, nobody will
orrar Rim s pilToACOATS, Em- rofessional as they 41d
2 dacade 5 ying
ey teofito hac orfocaa
turn pro in the
aom wheze ‘6 n. bpen: Sultegse 1y onre bea Fitied aath
high'denomination graenbacke.

nson views the offers made to him to leave cuba
pﬂllul:ul)y notivated although e is aware than lot's of maney
ave been made’ 1f he had gotten into the r: h moh
L. stevenson’s answer the bundle of
bills %o turn pro was: *1would never trads nine millic
for one million dollars.

sbpanile stevenson's stiff posture, deadpan face and strained
public smile give many th impressitn of certain arrogance, those
who knnw bis Iife s~y{e 11 him the simplest and kindest of mer

B vanencesaports wiiter visited him st his modest s aztment 1
hyana Tecsntly he foind Lo teldvieiss Lof 10050t 3
don’t you get a stand for it,+ &l

- regprted: e

cor. +why.
ejorter asked him. stevenson

s 8 eee it Rare it Gt rewsster save

stevenson's soviet made lada was '

he said sti

outside and messy inside.
=on 12 ot caugh /naterial things andihe 13
e e i el B
back 17 yoif praise 1 Teabds



S d'for the first time
o o gymnaﬁlll: dunce and

5. 0010 18 gtevanson: s m{ salasble skill, nm*tuuuky
9 e to ot 300 idoal o d dn sonal o with

defeats. he is studying St are reity degres af b
- Hgher el of phyeital sducetion 1n haveta e has trotre |

8 Linked to' sports and Baxing 3
while s 1ot of people will be x!lutxng for teofil 1n l.a.
85 those who vould %o 2ea hin lose. +in los .ngain
q will have ‘to win SRS eonudne 1 ng manner, the only way to
| evoud Bl £l dec: s10n,+ a cuban sports official said.

vanson nas con a long way'since he lost 'to disne bobick m"‘"
ST1 panamerican ganes in cal. ho ctill ot Bt b0
i Bebie wno e thinic s difeleult oppenent evex.

s

steven 8
8 can take on and baat any et ihe Rackon oF hesvyneights.
d “he Will try to prove 1t in los anigeless . ¢ 2

€nd end end end end lionel martin (havana) end end end snd end

Sorzection: zead stevenson where i write se stephanson (stephenson |
\¥as thainventor of the stcan reatlroad)
| receved 9( 9(77777

ok elaine??7?7772777




	WR-297
	2
	3



