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Cuba drought hitscrops,food upply. economy
Lionel Mar
HAVANA Sy 13 (Routers) - A halving of norma spring and
early summer mmau I atiributd to E1 Nino hasseriously
aff already uncertain food supply and
fragic economy.
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and cros nchudng sugarcar
‘Sugar producton has cropped seadily i recent years, from
over  millontonnos n 1955 o0 only about 3 millon i e

recovering this year have recer

seed cane for the 1998-99 harvest.
‘Cubans visiting the easter third of the isiand speak of
! production of root vegetables, beans, bananas and
rice, all stapl

food o make p or shortfall in o otocion
‘The drought has also hurt ivestock, poultry and

production, according o Cuban sources. They sai sv srsianity

of sgge ik procucts oul 50 severey aoned iy

dry summer months.

Even bfors e Gought, the amount offood soidat ow

obtained in the open market, wher

Last week U.N. offcials here said they were studying the

ossiityofghing assistancs o the Cubans o help offset
fcts of the drought. Jessica Faieta of the U.N.

if a month,
prices are high.

general, especially in the eastern provinces.”
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