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HE CONEENSUS among foceipn oh-
T-‘-.*I vers Iere is thal Cuba Ras
atrengioened its forelpn solicy poai
tions comalderably in the past year, in

gpite of the continued seonomic embarso
af Ehe Organization of Americsn byl
LAR QAR mesling in Guits, Ecuador ji
Movember [al |n¢| again
barge lifted.} The Cubans
seemen unraffled by all dhis

They dor't deay that 5 vele to elimi
Iate Lne sanethons placed on Cuba smoce
thin & desade ago would have been am
Important one—racognition. finally, that
the Cuban revolution is here to stay and
that the & plematic aml commercial am
barge has been a dismal fallere, Bat Co-
ban officlals say that even the “no-vote
at Qulte proves Lthe embargo has, ia
fact, becams mere and more of an il
s,

The Cubans poict out that most voles
o thi emborgo resolutlon &t Quite were
cast in favar of dropping the embargo,
12 out of the 31 nations presest, but the
resalithion failed to get the reguived twos
thirds wole.

The hasis for the Cubasn governmemnt
belicf that even the ne-wole atb Quile fa-
vors them i3 not hard to find, It has
been expressed by Fidel Casiro many
times in speeches amd interviews. Casiroe
Iz copvipced that the tide has furped in
Lalin America and that whether the
OAS likes # or pot, Coba is peither s

-Luba's trade “with

bioe has resched pew levels, Thesa are a

few of the post-Quits indicators:

® A PBritish irade delegation bas wisited

Cuba fo Jay the groundwork for an ex-

ﬂ:ﬂ.rllm af trade bhetween the two coun-
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* The Expori Development Corp. of
Canada has flosted a loan of about $24-
mdllion for Cuba 1o bay three merchant
ships 1o be constructed by Marine Indus-
.tries Lid of Borel, Que,

~ ® Thirty Japanese Danks and industsial

ooncerns have foroied a special associa-
Hom 1o stimulale fncressed trade with
Cuba. In 1974 Japan bought one miltien
dﬂuhnmmw-t;"mmw

£ & Mexiran delegation of 82 govern-
et trscs officlal and indusirial repre-
sentatives has vislied Cuba and com-
tluded contracts for $40-milllon worth of

Cubg is now in the process o mechanizing the entis
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Cralan parchases 1o the tune of B
llon

* Cuba hag anne 1 that 32 carp
ships are bain 'I|| for it in Fin
sweden, Spain, Weslern Germa and
. o c:

NOrway, e acdiiio » Ehe thres T
bullt in Canada

* The first fruits of the %192

Eeniine lnan comne
have become evident in T
Fists, Dodges and Chevrol
the 35,0 purchased
Irom Havana docks.

These are just & few of the examples
that Cuban officials give to show that
the embargs against Cuba is larpely
fiction, & high Canadian frade afficial
said bere that Cuba's credit rating is

oing up even farthor s & result of the
Iu'gh price crade sagar 13 bringing on the
wirld enacket

Mileolm Bow, Canadian Amhbassados
1 Cuba, zeroed in specifically on Cana
diam-Cuban irade relstione: “Cuba rep-
Tesents am opportunlty for i break-
tirough im the diveesification of Cans-
dlan export markels, In addition to our
traditional eales of agricultural and pri-
mary products, we are now selling
ships, diesel locommdives, complete pro-
cessing plants and a wide range of man-
Wactured gonds,™

Yo evaluation of Cuba's ecompmic con
dition would be complete without taking
info account the help rendered by the so-
;&ﬂl-ﬂ hlac and especially the Soviel Un

0L

That bid has really been monumental,
everything from food o fractars to mod-
ECN WEapons,

The Soviet Union is helping Cubans to
baild power plantz amd to repevate the
rallroads and sugar mills. Ruosslan and
Cuban techniciams worked together to
sulve the thorny problem of a mechand-
cal sugar cane cutler, which is already
being widely used. The first models
wore produced in the Soviet Unisn and
now @ factory in Cuba will manufacture
them, Now the Soviet Union will provide
Cuba with two nuclear power plants of
440,000 kilowatte each that ghoald be op-
ergtional sometime in the early nineteen
eighties, :

The Cubans have built up & tremen
dous deld to the Soviet Union over the
yoars. Repayment, however, has beeq
unﬂ! 1985 and there iz gpeqo-
latia i at that time, the Ruosstans
ml[h'l'.hdd.:hﬂnni al least a part of

UL EadrileEr |

-\.'.

%

— T T '

& sugar-came cutt --g operation with help fromm Russia

without OAS
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£ 008t raDng QpE o] 1 i the
argo ageinst Cuba &l Quite, one of
i = 1€ Lhat wated peadnst tha
YearE |.'r|" of
iathons have established
wWith I|| 1. Among
inish-spe nations

T:
Panama and just last

wesk Venszela,

I'-':l-.-J Engligh '-.:-' aking
nations of the Caribbesn area, Gurans,
Jamaica, Trinldad-Tobagn, PRerbados
kfve plss pormalized their relatios: with
".I.n':lu.

e  establishment of relptions '..-

l-'-!‘:f“rl Cuba a..-] Venozuela ix especialls
significant becase of petraleum. Sine
1,-'3" every ounce of petroleum iI::.-'
Luba’s refineries has received has
come [roen Soviet Blask Sea ports thou.
gands of milesa away, The 0AS potro-
Ieum embarfe against Cuba was meant
T sirangie the nation™s economy bt has
fziled to do &0, Mow Cuba will have a
source of petroleum jost Boord away
from her shores, Maxico has alss shown
great interest in supplving Cuba with pe-
trodewm.

Pinally, there iz the gquestion of 1.8
Cuban detente. When Presideni Gerabd
J'.urﬂ ook olfie P -'-l.-'r: L
that steps would soom be taken fo nor

Wak l""'\.':\'-' I

makize 17.%-Cuban relabions. Al h 5 i
news conderence RMr. Ford sr_r- thas
United States “would act bn concert wit

other members of the OAS" in recs
its Cuban policy. ;

At Quils, the US, represestal):

Elained from vofing on the ambarzn p
clution ag Ad delegstes from :-.l: {
counities. This amounted 1o the ki
desth for the end$he-smbarpn T

Gom, and it ended soeculatlon
lende bedween the T
Cuba was fmminent.
Lagging through my nates
statement by Fide! Cast
1988 to & small Froup of eofre e
who had aceempanied bim op a visit o
.EllﬂiF CHAG ]IEI'III'I.H HElL & lald T
that "all eur phm:—; &ie based on nod Bav-
ing relations with the Uniled States |
M years, for 20 years, Indefiniely
I has d‘lErl.:gl!\d gice Tastyo said 1
and most observers hera In Havenn be-
liova that 11.8 -Coban relation: are
most, only a few vears away
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