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GLOSSY CONBIRD IN CUBA)1 THREATENS INVASION OF FLORIDA:
8Y LIONEL NARTIN _
poVaNAr FEQ 1y REUTER ==~ THERE 1§ THE THREAT THAT THE SOUTHERN

UNITED STATES WILL BE INVADED By
USYASTATED THE POPULATION OF OTHER SMALL B1AE SPECIES AS IT HAS MADE
Soe NAY URy OVER DECADES) FROM THE SOUTHERN Trp OF S0UTH AMERICA
THROUGH THE CARIBREAN TO CUBA, ONL Y NINETY MILES AWAY FROM KEY
gfg;’ﬁﬁLORInﬂr THE CUBAN ORNITHOLOGIST) ORLANDI GARRIDO, ToLD

TUTER,

THE GLOSEY COWBIRD WHICH HAS

INDICATE THAT THE BREEDING OF THE HOST SPECIES DIHINISAES 8BY AS
NUCH A8 SEVENTY PERCENT. ON THE

- OTHER HANDy» HE SAIDy THE POPULATION
OF THE GLOSSY COWBIRDS GROW IN GEOMETRICAL FPROPORTIONS AND THEY COME
TO DOMINATE THE ECOLOGICAL &PACE

\ B8IRD HOPS ACROSS THE STRAITS
OF FLORIDA IN LARGE ENOUGH NUMEERS Io E

_ _ MAKE A NEGATIVE LITPACT ON. ‘THE
THE SMALL BIRD SPECIES THERE.
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MIS:BIRD THREAT — 2HAVANA
~ THE CUBAN SCIENTIST SAID THAT THE GLOGSY

- I IIGHT BE THOSE WHICH ARE SIMILAR 1o
THE GLOSSY CONBIRD SUCH AS THE LE

BLACNBIRDy THE REDNINGED'ELACNEIRD AND THE GREATER ANTILLEAN
ORIOLE. WHEN THESE SPECIES ARE DIMINISHEED '
PREDICTEDy OTHER WILL FALL VICTIMN SUCH A

FINCHy THE ZAPATA WREN, THE STOLID FLYCATCHER,
AND THE GOLDEN WARBLER.

THE PARASITIC BIRD) WHICH CUBANS CALL +THE
oo ARA VAQUERQ) RECEIVED ITS SCIENTIFIC NAME, MOLOTHROS
LS CARIENSIS) WHEN IT WAS DISCOVERED IN ARGENTINA DURING. THE
LAST CENTIRY. IT HAD ARRIVED IN GRENADA IN THE CARIBBEAN BY
THE TURN OF THE PRESENT CENTURY) GARRIDO SAID, AND SPREAD NORTH
 yo PUERTO RICO BY 1955) TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC by 1972 AND
TO CUBA AROUND A DECADE ‘AGO. . . o
 dpaen ChAR0 BAID THAT IT WILL BE DIFFICULT To OVERCoNE THE THREAT
POSED BY THE GLOSSY CONBIRD, CUBANS HAVE BEEN ASKED TO REPORT
SPOTTING THE BIRD WHICH 1§ DESCRIBED AS FRON {s T0 20 CENTIMETERS
IN L K7 OR 8 INCHES) AND WHICH 1§ BLACK WITH A VIOLET LUSTER
aan it OREY ABOVE AND DARKER UNDERNRETH (FEMALE) .

=N ASKED TO REPORT THE FINDINGS ro T?fENVIRONMENTAL
OF THEIR LOCA WER \ o L Sl

COWBQY BIRD+




