stadiad with Australian ars

The story, unfolding in the
Harry Reade and with Spa-

1930s, tells of a vampire who

Most of hns wmks Were

by Lionel Martin
pmduced by the institute.

Havana

UAN Padrén modestly
declines to be I:abelled as
“Cuba’s W=z
though his ammated cartoon
films have won him an in-
ternational reputation.

‘His new hour-long film,
-~ Vampires in Havana, a joint

Cuban-West German-
- Spanish production, was
shown last month at a San
Francisco film festival.
Padron did not attend; the

United States, he said, had

HIS Oth&T nNCw er IS an
fted short, a }mm pro-
ducnon by the institute and
Quino, an Argentine
carttmmst whose Marlalda

comic strip has followers

throughout much of the

Spanish-speaking world.
Quino chose Padron to
animate his work, believing
he was capable of capturing
the rhythm and spirit of the

Mafalda jokes which appeal

‘more to grown-ups than to
“small children.

came h‘.{ Cubdba irom
Transvivama.

He invents a drink calied
\’ammml which allows
vampires 10 live a nOrMmat
life, even venturing out on a
sunny day. His nezphc\u gt
ven a daily ration of Vampr
sol. is not aware that he is &
vampire and grows up as an
ordinary Cuban dboy.

A gang of Chiago vam-

pires, gangster types out of
old Holly\mod movies, de-

SN !
which immadiarly DHocame as

famons a3 Disady's
Moust among Cuban ohil-
dron.

aich cartoonist Jean L OpRe.

I 1970 he creatad a ComX
calind Elpade Baldes

s Mickey

A short, rotund COubdan
with 2 moustache and b
cigar, Baldes B 3 a Dicuonal
colonal who leads a cavalry
squadron of the Cuban in-
depmdmet army Dighting
against Spain in the 1SS0S,

Hchamtm‘hﬂam

- denied him a visa.

He termed the US move hundrads of comic sups, 0

cides it wants the Vampisol
apimatad shorts aad ™wo

Padrén’s Quinoscopio -
formula. So does a bu

% “very stupid”’ since such the first of eight planned —
 noted US film figures as Jack has already won prices at ropean-Mafia syndicate. full-dength animated Tlms.
film festivals in Ponugal They both descend on Ha-  The horoes, as might ™

 Lemmon, Gregory Peck and

_-Robort De Niro attended a

~ similar festival in Cuba a few
months ago.

- Padrén, 40, often wm'ks at

hls ‘drawing board in his
small living room, his two attacks and the funny-

~ children playing nearby. looking little hunter brings
~In an interview at his flat,

" he spoke about his work, '
including some of the three - dead hon. hanama from two.

full-length animated PO poles, as the hunter trudges

 cartoons and more than 40 behind them.
short films he has made since Suddenly, a supermarket
bwammg a director ar checkout counter appears in

Cuba’ s Falm lhsmme the wild, with an African
19?4 ~cashier in traditional turban
#He has begn desc,nbed as and dress. As the lion is
O w Dmyti » at ca“m past‘ | She grabs l‘s i
tﬂm festivals and by foreign tail, reads a price tag and '
punches her sophisticated

t@rs, But when the label
memmd in the n- electronic cash register as the
., objected to it, hunter reaches into his poc-
ket to pay.

In one episode of Pndrén
i_uearlier ‘Vampire series, a
- laughat le-lmkina. vampire
_ hides at night behind a wall ™«

ed victim. p——

vana for a hilarious battle for expectad, are the indepen-
the prized potion. dence fighters while the
Padron said that when he Spanish colonists are the batt

was in ms garly m: hc oif thc mle\ (lem\

‘W

Spain and Cuba.
Typlcal Quinoscopio
humour is a two-minute joke

featuring a stereotyped white
hunter in Africa. A lion

‘ 1 . . '-l'?:-::&- |";'-‘ ......




