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This January, as Cuba celebrates 14 }'ﬂﬂ,r:p,
the Cuban economy faces an arduous L"r'm'tiiﬂti full e,
The revolution has brought an adequé pan P€ople
social welfare and education to the Cu er® deny ‘lh
established facts. Nor do objective Db‘r‘?cr::if leadery

feeling of the people's identity with th
revolution, der; -
What cannot be denied either and Cuba? 168 0 1Ot deny i, is

0b S
that critical problems still face the economy’ }::;n ~Ms which put all
the energies and reserves of the nation in “'-'ﬂzgurdin th
There is a cautious optimism in the air f great IE € economy.
, This is not due to any spectacular gains of Aps fﬁ'rward. It
| i :

: filled ;
emanates from the fact that Cuba In 197 fu ,
moderate, economic goals. Among these £

Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos were. Ssugar)
—To increase industrial production (ﬂﬂﬂ‘f farm '
, —To increase the domestic marketing ﬂcﬁnn - Products,
—To increase general agricultural Pmduﬂ ‘

—More dynamic increases in constructi?™’

I'o restore tobacco to its prt:'—4::11'u:mght 1 'Fl-
h Wider area than these

The actual economic plan covered a mu®
five points. These goals, however, were o _ﬂbscrlute minimum
projection for the economy to continu€ oft 1s way out of the
; doldrums of 1969 and 1970.

c
Although final statistics for 1972 are no! y°t available, evidence E
indicates that all five goals have been met S“CCBSSf.uuY' On the basis
of incomplete statistics it is certain that substantial increages over 8
_ 1971 will be marked up. This will signify "1€ Continuation of a 3
general upward trend begun in 1971 after several years in which but the rest of the economy plummeted downward. Industrial and
Fconﬂq}ic achievement aside from the sug®" f“hiﬂg and nickel non-sugar agricultural production fell far below the 1967-68 levels in
industries reached a critically low level. : both value and quantity. Cattle raising, a priority industry during
What were the reasons for the dramatic ldﬂ“’ﬂ“iwlng in 1969 and most of the sixties, suffered a stunning blow; the number of cattle
1970? The best one-word explanation is :5“331'- dropped from seven to five million. Milk production, 300 million
Back in 1963 the Cuban government projﬂcmd the audacious goal liters in 1967, took such a dramatic downturn that it has taken until
of producing 10 million metric tons of crud® Sugar in 1970, almost now to approximate the 1967 level - | |
three million tons more than ever before 314 a good five million The elimination of economic accounting and controls frequently
tons over the average yearly production. led to exaggerations and misinterpretations of the economic reality.
As the end of the decade came into sight; all the resources of the Problems were solved, catch as catch can, often without taking into
nation were thrown into “the fight for the !U million tons.” Hun- account the overall repercussions. Cost accounting and produc-
dreds of millions of dollars were invested 10 renovating and ex- tivity controls virtually disappeared. Goods and services passed
panding the sugar mills, in buying agricll““ral machines, trucks, from one governmental body to another with great statistical 1n-
chemical fertilizers and insecticides . Workers were diverted from formality.’ e,
non-sugar agricultural production and fro™ industry. All this must be seen against the backdrop of a great popular
As the harvest entered 1970 it became ®lear that it would be upsurge of enthusiasm for meeting the 10 million ton goal. The
impossible to meet the 10 million goal. The Problems were over- exceptional identity between the Cuban leadership and the people
whelming—transportation, “bugs” in the nﬂ_"*’!}’ Installed machinery, never faltered. It was a leadership that showed itself willing to draw
the weather. In the end, eight and a half million tons of sugar were almost traumatizing conclusions, make self-criticisms and change
produced, the biggest harvest in Cuban hist®Ty. However, the rest of policies when the time of reckoning came.
the economy lay in a state of disarray. : One of the first steps, in the words of President Dorticos, was to
In July 1970, Prime Minister Fidel Castro made a self-critical “reestablish the statistical controls and overcome the deterioration
analysis of the situation. He lauded the persevering work of the of statistical flow and discipline.” ot
e | R iy e WL T 1o < AL | - people but "'put--fﬂrth,f!!-bﬁ?!: all, our ﬂWﬂ_,ﬂﬂﬂﬂlbll!-ty." i el ihee 197D, the reality of the 1abtor 1orcd has kit Cuobe with ita fe
; 3 i | Although the 1970 harvest fell short of its ambitious goal, the force. The fact is that the country’s highly ambitious developmentﬁl
investments made in the industry were nécessary for its long-term plans surpassed the available supply of skilled and wunskilled
development. -. | workers.. | |
Substantial investments in money and manpower have also been In mid-1970 there were almost 4.4 million able-bodied men and
made in other spheres of the ec?m_)my; electric power stations, women of working age. In the active workforce, however, there
hydraulic projects, textile mills, fishing, shoe manufacture, metal were about 1.9 million men and a little over a half million women.
working, merchant marine, nickel, citrus and cattle. All these An anti-vagrancy law for men was passed, which brought about
. spheres are considered part of #the correct strategy for Cuban 100,000 more men into the workforce. |
development. T B | The reserve of men for the workforce is considered exhausted.
The years 1969 and 1970 were indicative of the failure of a short- However, almost a million and a half women are not working
term strategy. The sugar effort bmu:gh_t about a de‘scending outside their homes. There is a concerted drive on to bring these
production curve in most other spheres of the economy (nickel and women into the workforce, but it will be a gradual process as
fishing were an exception). - ; traditional subjective restraints are eliminated and as more and
In 1972, statistics that begin to‘tell the story were made available more home chores are assimilated by social enterprises and in-
for the first time. Up until 1968, the Bross social product (all stitutions. _
material production in industry 3_11d agﬂpulture in tefﬂ_ls of v 31“‘_3) The man-woman power reality has obliged the Cubans to reduce
rose steadily, from 6 billion pesos in 1962 toover 7.3 billion pesos In . expectations in the sugar industry in order to bolster up other
1968. Within this total, indllSt‘l'i.al- P_md“‘,‘fﬁ(’ﬂ rose from over 2.7  ‘gectors. Instead of allocating a half million workers for the sugar
billion pesos in 1962 to over 3 billion in 1968, : harvest, as it had done in 1970, it was necessary to conduct the sugar
Then came 1969 and 1970. Sugar prodgcﬁon rose to new heights harvest with several thousand less workers.
r | | | . | But the more balanced approach given to other sectors of the
'~ economy meant a rise of 2 percent in gross production of material
s S v e RN R goods, including sugar in relation to 1970. If sugar is left out of the
s u p po '1 g LR accounting, the rise in most industries amounted to 25 percent and
hs even more. Nevertheless the drop in sugar production affected
tru l e A R S P e e S, Cuban exports, which fell by some 200 million pesos (1 peso equals
s g g [ 4 S -_ ; & 1 dollar) between 1970 and 1971.
= Mol S e Sl e 8 ik In 1972 there was a continuation of the previous year's trends,
S t n e : sugar down and production in the rest of the economy up. But the
us a ' _ o SR ol (o x G g s more balanced approach to the general economy also permitted the
ey | 3 TR | government to renew work on or terminate projects begun before
the G u a rd 'a n B gt g e M R Y e L ~ the 10 million ton harvest, to make rational use of a vast number of
e Y " g S AL Y < el SV N B E T R | imported machines and materials that had remained packed in
- We ve bee n tryt ng v LYFS-FEEN e 4 s - crates or stored in warehouses during the 19770 harvest.
. PR CLERTE B | o T e 3y N0 g " The growth of production in the non-sugar sphere was easily
to think o f the most IETRARP . B IS "y 0 e SO Mg AL | discernible. Food in public establishments improved noticeably
Y23 . B iR < B I A . '*'.f?_'f?j:a;.__.f‘ :s_:’-”-'--.-:-'-.:'-:-_é;;_ throughout 19’71 and 1972‘

Light-industry production increases are reflected in the growing

continue the st rugg le o i ) o, SRR N AR . A availability of certain products which had virtually disappeared
' from the stores, often simple but necessary products. Moreover,

again st impert altsm 4L | (we) want fo be a part of the Guardian: jstain’ FROGRAM. Enclose ~ textiles, clothing, shoes, cosmetics and household conveniences are -

thé’ new year ‘ Of prl'mar y E] Is my (our) first monthly pledge of ::0 (01;.;_ Jj‘ WOTSeITY You WaRiig found in stock when the client arrives with his: ration ca;d. The_ rise
- - ‘o th G di send:in a full year’s contribution oF 35 g in popular consumption of material goods will probably equal or
imp ortanceisthe Uuaraian.. _ D | can’t make a monthly pledge, but ,;,-cﬁ?a-!ﬂ contribution for your surpass the 6 percent increase achieved between 19’;10 andtli‘):?l. R
% ; - paper. ‘ . S | “Microbrigades,” made up of workers released from their usual
ERC l osed 5 a' Ch QCk - I sand me more Information about fhe Guargian F;:lostain« Program. | jobs to erect apartment buildings while the:ir -fe_llo:w workers ﬁl} n
f or the Susta iner P rogram / D understand Guardian Sustainers receive ng:amarr:g T:g:f:;::ﬂ " for them, were responsible for a sharp rise in housing construction.
f o eechan sooks and.AmphivTes SRRTIREIR "o ster Approximately 30,000 microbrigade members were Wworking on
vernceremaos. | e 2B {780 buildings with 27,181 apartments in NovemEgr 1972. .
. NAME  COLLECTIVE ....oovieooonser o SIER 70000000 |  In the year beginning September 1971, 44 schools in the
AW sqstalner | ADDRESS L i ittt e bk s T iR+ 4 A4 bR _countryside,” with a capacity for 500 students BABIG WS WE
Jack lle, Fi -' ry | hools includes
AERSUNVINEE 198 REUSTATE. .. 2(p ‘pleted. The curriculum at these free bompmﬂ N pros
January, 1973 R hant gy SR o Y1000  three hours daily of productive work in the fields surrounding ea
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