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AN-CASTRO

CASTRO OPTINISTIC BUT CALLS 1997 YEAR OF THIALS

8Y LIONEL ARTIH -

_ HAYANRs FEB 2, REUTER - STRIVING A HOTE OF OPTINISH, CUBAN
PRESIDENT FIDEL CASTRO PREDICTED IN A GPEECH PUBLISHED TODRY
THAT THE WEXT WALF DECAUE WOULD BE THE BEST FIYE YEARS OF THE
REYOLUTIOK, _ .

REFERRING TO THE $0-CALLED RECTIFICATION PROCESS BEGUN LAST
VERRs CASTRO SAID THAT 1986 HAD BEEW THE +YEAR OF THE HISTORIC
TURNABOUT+ AND 1987 WOULD BE THE +VERR OF TRIALSH.
 THE RECTIFICATION PROCESS 15 RIKED AT PLACING THE CUBAN
ECONONY OK B NORE RATIONAL BASIS BY INPLEWENTING CONTROLS 70
FIGHT THE INEFFICIENCY, CORRUPTION AND LETHARGY THAT HAS
PLAGUED THE REYOLUTION, i

tHE OUGHT T FEEL ASHARED OF THE RBSENCE OF DISCIPLIAE: FOR
THE WRY IN WHICH WE WAYE USED OUR RESOURCESs AND THE WOBENT HAS
CORE TO PUT AN EWD TO THIS SITURTLONs+ CASTRO SALD, -
 CASTRO RECENTLY ANNOURCED THAT INPORTS FROM HARD CURRERCY
RREAS WOULD BE CUT IN WALF AND SRID A SERIES OF AUSTERITY
REASURES WERE PLAKKEDs IWCLUDING AN INCREASE IN ELECTRICITY

CASTRO 5R10 THAT PARY OF THE MENTALITY OF IREFFICIERLY

STENRED FROR THE FACT THAT CUBA ¢HAS HAD THE PRIYILEGE OF
PECEIVING GENEROUS RESOURCES FROR THE SO0YIET UNIOK AND THE REST
GF THE SOCIALIST BLOC,+ ; |
 HHE HAYE CONDENNED HUNOREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CORPRTRIOTS 10
THE USELESS WORK OF CARRYING ROCKS FRON OKE PLACE 70 ANOTHERs+
CASTRO SAIDs REFERRING TO THE SUPERFLUOUS WORKFORCE [N BANY
GRERS. :

" CRSTRG SAID THAT IN 1987 CUBR WOULD BE IH A PUSITION, FOR
THE FIRST TINEs T0 PRODUCE ONE WILLIOK TONS OF PETROLEUN.

" THE GPEECHs DELIVERED SATURDAY TO MANAGERS OF HERYY
[KDUSTRY WAS PUBLISHED TODRY IN THE CFFICIRL GRANKA NEWSPAPER.
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