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The Writin g Is Now on the Wall After Cuban Newspapers Eliminate Classified

By LIONEL MARTIN, Reuters

HAVANA —-Handwritten notic-
e%. some large and some small,
sgme carefully
serawled with misspellings, are
appearing with growing frequency
on walls, telephone poies and other
public places in Havana.
 The protiferation of notes offer-
ing to buy or sell goods or exchange
homes followed the elimination two
 onths ago of the classified adver-

from the two ned:ﬂs-
carried them, the daily

—_

WN- 114

Secondhand goods from cars to
baby strollers are in great demand

written and some because hundreds of items are

unavailable in Cuba’s sparsely
stocked stores and a switch of
homes is the only way most Ha-
vanans can move because few new

houses and apartments are being
buiit.
No reason was announced for the

abrupt disappeéarance of the classi-
fieds, but Cuban journalists believe

it was part of an anti-corruption
drive }
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initiated by President Fidel
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A fitm catied “La Permuts” exs
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items. The most common, however,

The journalists said the commu- had to be eliminated, several Cuban
nist government believed that the officials just shrugged their shoul-  are those announcing “permu- plored this exthange system.
classified ads encouraged capitalist  ders and turned up their palms. "~ 1 1wold the story of an energete
. and upwardly mobile woman who

ideas, that stolen properly Wwas
being advertised and that middie-
men were getting rich by buying
and selling goods.

four pages appeared daily in La the ¢
Tribuna and a dozen pages In

most Cubans. Many people already  funct

Opina. One journalist said that since
the ads were discontinued, the own their own houses or apart- shorn of
circulation of both papers had entu- same |
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dropped appreciably. ¢ll secondr
Asked why the advertisements phonographs



