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HAVANA. -

one eaxly morning, the pounding of anti-airc.raft guns and

several sharp explosiong shocked ne alvake. I rushed out
into the cor-rido-r on the ninth sto-ry of the old Roelta
ilorned.o Hote1, today the Sierra Maestra, and peered south
through the lowered glaes winddws.

In the sky several milee away two airplanes were circling
al]d froro the ground cane the rapid flaEh-fire of the defense
batte-rles. Suddenly, one of the planes yee-r:ed eidewaJas l,ike
a seagull floating on an air cuffent and headed down for a

,-run on its target, JuEt as it pu1led its nose u!, rieing and

,flying to the north, I saw an explosive ball of fire Ehoot up.
Split seconde later the reverbe-rating souqd of the explosions
reached me" The upward ffashes of fire and the thunderous
exploslons continued for tweuty ainutes under a constantly
expanding mushrooot of smoke,

This was Havana, Cuba, Ap-ril 15, 1961"

Down in the lobby that morning a radio b1a-red forth
ievolutionary music" A Cuban journalist, Maria !1anca Sabas

Aloma, come into the lobby and ,/vith a voice quivering with
e@otion announced; rrIie are not afraid" We shal-1 t-rlumlh.
VenceremoB!rr" We learned from he-r that there had been simultaneous
attacks on th.ree military alrfields. The bombing we had lritnessed
was of Camp Colurnbia, headquarterB of the RevoLutionary Air
5rce. ko.tc.

The enemy planes wele Us-made 3-26 bor0be-rs and each had simulsted
markingo of the Cuban airfo-rce. The Ar0erican radio was telling
about 'rouban allforce Cefecto|e who had taken off from Cuban

bases, bombed them and then flown to l,{1a&il',
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lat€r I vl8lted thg bomb€d Havana aLxfl€Ld with
f€portero. The headqua.rtefE bulldlng waB pock_
machino-gun bu11ete, Its wlndows had been bl,own

1arg6.r ho1€B v,,gr€ evldence of d1-rect rocket hlts"

on the floor. It belonged to a young mllltlaoan who was

mortally wdundod ln the attack. AB he dled he wrote a slngle
word wlth h1e olln blood on the c.ream-colored doort !ide1"
If the bombing had planned to destroy the sma11 Cuban alrfofce,
th€y had failed as wae evldenced Later durlng the Bay of pigE"

If the6e bomblngs were part of a pBychologlcal warfajre plan
to prepare the way for an Lnvasion, they al8o fal1ed, fhe
bomb€,in fact, gave blrth to a profound dleplay of Cuban
natlonal unlty and revolutionary fe"rvor,

A mllitant Bpirlt of resiatance had been built up ln the weeks
preceeding the su-rpriBe alr attack, Alnost every day the
evenlng stillness had been brokon by the exploBion of petardB
and bombe in some aection of the clty" they had gone off in a

movie theater, a girlis preparatory school, and uader the hoods
of autos belonging to revolutionaries, Ir(ilitiamen on guard
duty had been ahot down by gun fi-re and revolutiona-ries ln the
ru-ral areas had been tol'tuted and ki11ed.

Tr.! o nighte before the booblng, Havanars largeet departueot
sto-re had .been totally destroyed by arson" I watched as
firelnen and volunteera futllly eought to put out the b1aze.
The night befo.re the borobing a glgantic 00ase meeting wae held
in front of the storeis ruins" Teleg-rans were read from all
parts of the country expreseing determination and "country sr
deathrr aod pledging increased vigllance. A parl of the crowd
sang tha t nigbt:

Marchando vamos hacla un ldea1,
Sabiendo que heotos de trlunfar,".

(Marching towards an idea1,
Krowing that we have to triumph". " )

The Satulday aorning air ralds stlffened the will of the
lu ban people even rcore.

The nlght of the bombing I visited the llniversity of llavana
campus where the bodies of the victimE laid in etate.

Some hour8
a group of
malked wi.th
1n and two

In on€ offl ,-,r>ce there was a large pool of b1ood, 6tl11 crlmBon
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[enB of thousands of people iLled-by the row of cofflns on

that baI-my nlght tn sllent tribute,
The late leo Huberman and I sat on a bench not fifty feer

'- fron the row of caEketa" He told me that Radio Swan, the
co unte rrevolut ionary mouthpiece! had announced the bombing
and destructlon of the Iiavana lib.re Hotel, H6 was etaying
there and Eaid with a mixed tlnge of irony and humor that
j.f they had destroyed the hote1, he, fo"r one, didn!t kpow

anything about it.
lve agreed that the bonbing and the burning of the Xl Encanto
Department Store were p-reludes to somethlng biggex, It waE

no sec-ret that cuben mercenaries were being irained in Florida,
trouiBiana and seve.ral Central American countries. Fo.r several
r0onths news had filtered into Am6-rlcan newspapers about these
p-repa-ratione and the immlnence of landjngs on Cubars aho.res.
Befoxe learlng the Statee f had seen nany such articles"
the victins of the boubing were buried on Su[day" The flowe-r-
bedecked coffine on the beds of s1owly-d-riven trucks moved up

the avenue between sldewalks crowded e?ith hundreds of thousands
: of Gubais " Tens of thousande of soJdiers, militiamen, woaen -

and men, o1d and young, followed behind the trucks in the long
death march to the ceBetery" Among the ma.rchere was a smail
contingent of Aeerican sysrpathizers of the Cuban revolution"
one of them was- carrying an American f1ag"

I watched ee a battalion of the Bebel Arr0y marched past" [hey
had none of the neatness of .the traditlonal parade soldier and

nSithe-r thei.r finesse no-r precision of €tep. [hei-r uniforms
were uEpressed and their boote dlrty. Their faces were sun-
burned by exposu-re to t-ropical wind, rain and sun and their
bodles were spare and strong" Many lrore bea.rds and were veterans
of the gue-rri1la war againet Batista. A11 of them looked rugged
and t6ugh and car-ried trlAl automatic rifles and ,O ca1lbe-r machine

8UnS,

After the burial, the muLtitude asseobled at an lntersecti,Jn faclng
the gates of the Coluubus Cemetery. Built acroEs one of the

..-,;treeis waE a lafge wooden speakerts platforn that had gone up

that day, Opposite the platfo-rm, nlgl on a scaffoldi!]g, were the
televi€ion anal novie clews. The other three interseciions were

fi1led with spectators" The ove-rhead sun beat down and a few
people neld uobrellas to create eome shaale
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: Eanner8 wl,th Blogang we!6 Etrung acroBa the lnterg€ctlons.
one announc€d the ooolng Uay Day parado anil another the
woldB: llvOIIK, STUDY, WoAPON (!!abaJo, Estudlo, truBlI).
Fialel Caetro Btepped to the mlcrophone 1n the c6nt€r of
the platform. , Ch€sra and chant8 laag out.
[he Epeeoh was angry and 1t was c]ear that 1t roflact€d
the mood of thE crowd,

Ca8tlo ta1k6d of the sabotage lu th€ auSar cane flelds anal

of the French nunltlons Bhip @!E 'at th6 coet of nany 11v6e,

He accused the CIA and the people shoutod over and over
agalnr rrPaledon... paredon... paledon't (to the wa11 to be

executeo ),
The Prime Mini8tre! was defiant.

,rl'{hat the impellali.sts cannot pal'don u€ fo-r ie the
dignj.ty, the etrength of mind, th€ valor and the
-revolutionary 1deology, the Bpirit of sacriflc€
of the people of Cuba, lhey cannot pardon ue fo-r
making a socj.allst revolutlon in the very no8trils
of the United States'r.

rr.,. a socialist r€volutiou 1n the very nostrits of, the
Unlted Statesrr,.. trlor the flrst tlme in the course of the
revolutlonary reglme, oore than ty,o yearB afte! Batlsta'B
paaicky fltght, the word 'reocLaliat" waa useal to ale8cllbe it.
Within a few daye the exuberant rovolutionaries of, ilavana
were chantlng with humor and deflance:

Somos eocial,istae,
?'alente Pr alante .

Y aL que no 1e guste

Que totre purgante.

W€ are soclallata i
Pushlng ahead , ahead.
Anil whoeYer doesnrt l1ke it
can lump it.

Ilavana, trlonalay ras bright and clear. A ]sfreahing breeze
,,,ras blowlng fron the gulf, the kind Cubans call rrnorterr. Blve
page€ of the moln1ng new6paper were d€voted to Castrors ep€eoh
of the day before. one had a huge banner beadl,lns3 long trIvs
our Soc1a11st nevolutlon !
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Ihe!€ was an lteo datellned Pari€. Uslng Bogota, Cololrbj-a,
aa its authority, it stated that an invasLon of Cuba was

iominent. f was reading the artlcle when sooebody caEe over
to me and €a1d that there was an lnvasi-on on the south coast,
Soon, Conaunique Nu@ber one was read ove! the air: rronward,

Cubana!rr lt said" 'rWlth iron and fire ans!9er the. barbarians
who despise us, trying to force uE to retuln to slavexy'r, At
two-thi!ty in the ooIning of April 17th, counterlevolutio[ary
troops trained in Guateoala, trained organi,zed and financed by
the CIA, diEembarked ln two spote in the Bay of ?igs! Playa
Giron and Playa Larga. Microwave transeltte-ra had sent ',t,ofd
of the inve8lon to ni11ta-ry headqua-rters in Havana.

fhe CIA had choeen the Cienaga de Zapata (Zapata swamps)" By

cutting off the th-ree.road6 that c-rossed the ewanp and passed

by the beach fesorts of Playa eiron and Playa La-rga, they sought
to secu-re a foothold on Cuban eo1I" Using this territory as a
ba9e, Cuban revolutlona-ries po1itlcal leaders would eBtablish
a rrleginate Cuban eovernEenirr and imEediately receive Araerican
recognition, I "outual defense'r treaty would be signed and

the United States would feei free to openly seod in liilitary
support.

The plan was inaidious and clever, at Ieaet, theo-retically,
It roight have succeeded but for the fact that American
intelllgence completely oiscal-culated the spirit of resistance
of th€ Cuban people" It was this aiscalculetion that doooed

operation Pluto, as American planne-re called i.t, to failure
from the be ginnlng.

I went to the front with the flrst group of foreign .repo-rters
and was a witnese to that spirit of resistance" Our cars we-re

aearched at the to11-gat9 of the Via Blanca Highway, As we

drove off a Ellitia man shouted: rrPatrla o Mue:'te! Vence.remosl
(Fatherland or. Death! We will win!)"
tTe got close to the f-ront at one ol' the naj.n staging and eomnqanal

centexs; Jaguey Grande" Adolfo Caffasco, ConmiEsioner of the
'rown, told us how he and Dniliano Bodrlguez were d.rivj-ng along
in a truck when they epotted soEe men in a field. The men wore

' canouffaged unifor;s and opened fire" fhey kil]-ed Eniliano
lodriguez and 0arra6co gunled his engine and speeded off. He

sald hie gear shift lever was sheared by a bullet, but he nade

it back to Jaguey Grande safely.
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The Coumiseioner, a tall, gaunt 0)an looking ve.ry weary,
took ue to the townrs rrfuneraria',, The funeral parlo-r
was in a state of disar-ray" Blood cove.red the cement
like gxease would a garage f1oor. Wads of rags had been
thrown iato a corner and a pile of boots 1ay next to then.
Through e door we could see a nan cutting boa-rds on a
cl-rcular sarv, naking the simple coffln8 for the heroes"

The Cor0roisslone.r stopped at a coffin that soEehow seeoed'
too narrow and short" Ile opened the 1id and saidr 'tThis
is Rod-riguez, my frlend"" He glanced 1n for a mooeqt and
then averted his face, stlI1 holdlng up the casket 1id for
the re por ters "

0n the cover of auother casket there was a photograph of
a young lvomaE and her husband" You could see by the way,
he held hlmself in the plcture that he was uoused to the
6tiff co1lar" She stood beside him, seiling. Now he 1ay ,
in a simple grey flannel covered box with plain brasg

Iiles were evei:ywhere and we had to wave our hands to keep
them away, Th-^ fetid sme11-of death and decor0positioa was ,L
thick. The mortici.an and young lxilltia men helping ttrcre
wore handkerchiefs ove-r their noeesi as did the visitlng
reportere" {he soell became more and mo-re overpowering as
one remained there. Several of the visitors .raced toward the
door" The rest were taken to a rooE 1n the back"

lhe-re was a cadaver of a man on the floor" IIe vras wearlng
a loose*fittins checkered shirt and baggy pants. They tofd
us that he was one of the mercenaries. He kil1ed a fa-ruer,
they tol-d me, and took hie clothes. They said he was an
AmeIican" rrnid you execute him?rr a reporter asked. r'Nor

he was ki11ed in the fightingr', they answe-reai,
i.

Just as r,rewerc leavir']g the funelal parlor of the dusty toqn .+
a tluck pu11ed up ln front" We watched as the body of -e young
bfack milltia oan Lyilg face down on a stretcher was being
put down on the iidewalk ln front of the af]'eady crcwded

'rfune.rariar',
rye talked to
been sent r-n

told us that
water of the

the nilit ia
before the
a aumber of
swamp area

roen, one told ue that frogmen had
fir:st troops diseubarked, Another

pa-rachutists had fd.11en into the
and had drown,od "
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A group of Eilicianos
ne?cenary invasiot at Bay of Pigs

One of the US planes shot dosm at
Playa Giron



I Epoke to a 14 year old wearing the u[iforn of a s:iIltia
nal] wlth a Red Crosa lnslgnia tied around his arn. He

told of his captu.re by the invadors. A bomb had falIen
1n the viclnity of hls houee and he had been knocked out,* 
When he regained coneclousneEs the counterrevolu t lona.ry
troopa were eoming towarde hlo. He wa8 not wearing h1e
lrilitia uaiforn at the t1me, lhey put him 1n q houBe and
held him for almoBt 24 hours, They krlew thelr millta.?y
positi.oa wa€ deteriorating and that t ey would have to
drop back" They told the boy! rrlve. have come to help you,
ff i{e come into power people lvill eat oore food. You

want oore food, donrt you? We will begin tradi[g with the
United States agaia and you will eat better" We have
c olxe to help yourr.

fhe boy, orlando P-rado, sai.d to uE: "A11 they talked about
waa the good 1ife. Nothing about oppxeasion and ideaa'r"
The qercena-rles, under fire and scared, flnally gave him
some cj.garettes and released hio. He cane across the tiqe
with a whlte flag aad imm€diately joined the battle against

There was great activity around the Aust-ralia Sugar Mi1l.
Cars and trucks were everywhefe. The soldle-re were difty
and grizzled but iD high spirits. Some of the soldiers woxe
the red and black a.rmbands with a white r'26" tha-t marked
then as veterane of the Sierra l,1laestra struggle of Fidelrs
Rebel ArEy. So@e of the men, straight out of the fight
against the counterrevolutionaries in the Escambray Xlountains,
had long hair and beards, They carried heavy automatlc
weapone and many had beads of varled colo-red seeds. One had

,B caliber brass she11 casings interspersed with red and black
seeds hangtng to hls belt.
liea-rby in a fleldwas a downed 8-26; next to it vras an unexploded
26C --pound fragotentation bomb-- Made j.n the USA.

As l approached the plane a Eilltia ean wlth khakicolored cross
braces ar]d a belt around his waist holding a 45 caliber plstol
and a pocket fo-r shel1s caoe ove-r and asked: 'rA-re you an American?,'.
He had heard me speaking English" rrYesr', I answ-dred" He spoke
to Ere in broken E4glish and looked into my faee. ri.'(e donrt hold
thie agalnst all Americans. 1t's not the peopfeiE fault'r,
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fhe c.rashing pLane had killed a cow and a ca1f. fXere was

agaj.n the Btrong eoe11 of decaying fl€sh" Several hens
w€.re pecklng away. rrMata-vacarr, flcow-k111errr, a militla
man said, polnting at the plane, The expresslon was far0ous

incuba.sonemonthsbeforeami.8ei1eWa€sentofffron
cape Canaveral' Florlda, down the Atlantlc Range and

era€hed ln Cuba, killing a cow. In a de0oonBtratlon 1n

liavana a large i'eanant of the USAtrr .rocket was driven along
on the back of an oper truck to the a!0pLied accompanlaent
of a cow mooing, Another nllltiaEan point€d at the plane.
He didnrt say t'Mata-vaca'i. He Eald rrMata-pueblo 

' 
.rtp€ople

k11lerrr"

We took the dusty road to Playa trarga' one of the landlng
beaches, Near the water, under th6 cover of trees were

altillery pieceB. About a E11e out waa B sunken freighter"
"That was their cor0&unicatlon€ shiprr I waB to1d. rrour p1aneE

got a di-rect hit on itrr.
Pu11ed up on the shore were two eoafl boat8 n,ith American-made

Staxflite outboaxd !0otors. My guide pointed and 6ald rrpirateEtr.

0n the hu11s we.re pairited skul.l and cro6sbones.

We drove dowr the two lane asphalt road to-?lara Giron on the
southeaatern tip of the 3ay of ?igs, Soldiers, tanks' trucks,
guus and othe-r equipment lined the side of the xoad. There
wer:e mr^litlaaen in the thick foliage off the road." one couLd

hear an occasional vo11ey of ehots, They were still rounding
up invaders who had taken rofuge in the ewamp after their beach-
head at Playa Giron had been overyun by Cuban retolutionary
forces e oloe hours before,

1qe were surprieed to see nen along the !,vay eating oxange€

in the Biddle of that unproductive country. We caught up with
the secret a 1itt1e later. A truckload of o.ranges $as going
down the road to Playa Giroll and fou-r men were giviag orangee
to the fighting men,

Playa Giron, tactical nerve center of the ilrvasion force and

symb'o1 of vlctory of the Cuban revolutionary forces, wae a

be--hive of activlty. In a kind of pavl1lion buiLt by the
revolutionary government at the beach resort were f11es of
weapons, aonuriltion and war maieriel i, modern coromunications

equipment, bazookas, Browning automatic rifles and @achine guns.

Nearby were tanks and trucks with speciafly bu11t suppo-rts for
50 caliber aachine g{ins.
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r
fn what had once been a locker--room, dozena of distraught
looking prieoners dreeEed in canouflage sat on the wooden
benches i.n front of the steel lockers" A Revolutionary

\^--rmy doctor wae treating a minor 1eg wound in one of them.
I[e aBked the doctor if the liked the ldea of caring for an
enesly prieoner and he anewered curtlyr trthatrs oy jobrr,

The hundreds of prisoners who had suffende-red o-r had been
captured were housed nearby in the white concrete beach
cablns. Soloe were €tj.ll bej.ng brought in froa the sulrounding
area. When asked why he had cooe, one p-rieoner said what we

were to heaf aany tiroes that day;
rrThey told uB that there was dlscontent tn Cuba, Al1
we had to say ie, t'We are libe-ratorsrr and the militia
oen weie suppoeed to aur-rer'rder, But thingB were different.
When we faced our flret g-roup of mititi.a r0en, we shoutedr
rrlve are your libe.rators!tr, lut they answerecl: rrPatria o

Muerterr (fatherland o.r death) and began firing".

Most of them cursed out the Americans who, they said, had lied
to them. Quite a few claimed not to be non:combatante" rrlrm

a cookrrbecame a popular joke 1n Cuba ln subsequenl weeks aa

the p-riBonere made publlc declarations lirhich were prlnted in
the newspapers or broadcaste.

At the tlme I whi-shed that a group of honest American repo-rters
were there to report the t-ruth more widely" I knew that in
the United Nations, Adlai Stevenson was denying a1l U"S.
i4volveoent in the venture and that the American people were
beiag fed 1les 

"

Iriving back to Havana, I recollected the view of an indignant
Cuban militia man shaking hje finger at a prieoner and shouting
at him; I'Yrhat the he11 ie vrrong with you? Yourre a Cuban" Can't
you see this place was built for the people" ,onrt you know

that this 1s the best thing that has happened to Cuba iu all its
hlstory. r/irhatra wrong with you, man? .A.re you crazy?rr,

It wae dark when we got back to Ilavana. the d-rlver had the
:', adio on just before rll/e entered the city, It wae Radio Swan:

'rThe forces of tr'ide1 Cast.ro are in fu11 -retreat. It is only a

matter of hours befo-re his government will be forced to capitulatetr.
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At the end of the V1a Blanca we pagsed through the toI1
gate" 0n our trlp out the guard has shouted l'We will
winrr (VencereooB) aE we had drlven away. Now a guard
shouted "We have already won" (Vencimos ya)"

From the victory on to the }lrst of tray, the streets
and buj.Ldings were emblazoned with posters and BtringerB.
Some Baid! rrNo Eatter how many more times they atteck,
we are nore firm, mo!e !obuBt, oore unitedr'. Another
popula.r one -readr rr],ong live the Fi-rst Soclalist Republic
of the Amerlcas'r,

The red color sprouted out all over. Triangular red
neckerchiefs were worn by some and red tie6 and other lteos
of red clothlflg cane i.nto vogue, Bhe signe had red backrounds
and red flowers adorned the city, Red flag8 were placed next
to the Cuban lone-etar flag that hung from public buildings
and prlvate housee.

May Day was in the air. There was a great sense of expectation
and exh il ara t -[ on.

tYhen one made a telephore call during thoee weeks, a voj.ce
would superiEpose iteelf on the ringing and repeat over and
over again! 'rBe at Sevolutionary Square on the tr'irst of Maytr.

At five o'ciock 1n the no.rning of May Day,horns, sirens and
factory whietles filled the city of Havana with their etrident
noi6e. Ihe ships in l{avana ha.rbor joined in. Ihe entire
city awakened on a day that woul-d bring the la-rgest lday Day
celebration ever to be held in the lleetern Hemisphele.

!y slx o'c1ock in the morning the thoroughfares for a mile
around Revolutionary Square i{ere jalomed 'nith people" Sone

were waiting to take part with their contingents in the paraile
that worrld pass before the revlewing stsnd. others, walking
toward the Square, were goilrg ae spectators.

I ooved with the flow of pedegtrians. As we entered the
Square the filet thing that caught ay eye wae the towerln€g
Martl monuneni with a reil lettereil rrvence.renoa'r froo top to
bottom. In the ehadow of the oonu!0ent stood the re1rlewi.ng
stand, Fidel Caetro aad osvaldo Dorticos, the President of
Cuba were alr'eady there. About tweaty veterans of thB 8ay of
Pigs battle sat on the railing dangllng their 1egs, Revolutionary
leaders, diplomats and othe-r epecial guests filled the seat6
to both eides of the podium.
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lhe bul1dlng8 arou[d the Square teere bedecked wlth huge
ElgnE. AcroeB the front of the Nstlonal Eheatre waE a
cut-out of a farme! and wo}ke-r Bhaking hands and above
thom a white dove and the word ,r?eace . On the NationaL
library wa8 the sloganr "Cuba - lLghthouEe of AnerlcaI,
0n the Mini€t"ry of Industry buildlng wa8 a slogan
refelrLng to the fact that ]961 wao the Y6ar of Educatlon,
the year of the mas8 llteracy ca rpaign.

The parade beilan.

Du.rlng the norning houre worke-rrs organizationB maxched
through the Squa-re. An army of tobacco lnduetry worke.rs,
a Eectof of Cuba's wol:king clas8 rxith a venerable history.
waved .red f1ags. A contingent from the National publi.shing
I{ouee were prcceeded by a banner reading! "trong lIve the
Unity of ManuaL aad Intellectual Workere,r,

.A float carrled wel-de-rs in action, another a faro scene, ,Ihe

float of tbe Railxoad !'rorkera was a passentser car with roilitj.a
men and wouen waving froll 1ts windowe. Another one of the
themee wae that of internatlonal Eolida!ity"
one float carried a huge golcen cage fulI of doves, Standing
atop the cage was a women ln flo!,/ing white garnenls, like the
kind liberty wears. In front of the cage were wreaths of red
and wnite flowers" As the truck crossed in front of the
reviewlng stand, the birds fluttexed out of the cage and for
several oinuteE cil,cled above befo.re flyiag off,
A group of rnarcheJs car-rled the sigoi 'r0ur sons are Cead,
lve will take their placer'" Chese were th€ parente of een and
women who died fightj.nA for the fevoflrtion"
It was already afternoon when baltalions of youth dressed in
the uniform of the literacy caEpaign began to malch across
the Square" They wore khaki berets and khaki pants tucked
into high mountain boots. Tin cups hung from thei_r shoulder
straps and under their left arm they carried the textbooks of
the llteracy caopaign" In their right hand they caffied

, Colemantype lanterns used by them i.n the mountaine and rural'.-.istricts. 
Some of them were earrJing ten foot high yello.!

(pencilsn. one of the signs carried by the ,,alphabetize-rs',
read:
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EI lEperLallBmo los quLere igaorant€
la Revoluci6n 1os neceBlta cultos.

Inp€rlali8n want8 th6B ignorant
Ths Be]Iolutlon ne6atE theo cultureal.

onB contingeat of mBrche-rs was made up of the lepatriate8 who

had cone back from exile in the United StateE and oth€r
' countfleE afte! the victory of the Bevolutlon"

I A huge block of young women dressed in peaEant atti-re
i stopped i! front of the reviewlng stand and danceil a Zapateo

Cubaao" Fidel Castlo watched them through binoculars and

then, when they flnished and waved to hir0, he responded by
wavlng ba ck.

It was only in late afternoon that the Eilltary portion of
the parade began. Fi-rst cane the Rebel Aroy. There were
infantry troops, tanks and aft111e-ry pieceB pulfed by half
trucks" A block of sleek 4 Avzzled anti-alrcraft guns

, g11ded by pu]led by jeeps.

The people!s uilitia came by. in a seeningly endleas proceseiotr.
?or hours men and women of the militia crossed the SqUare in
the fading 1ight, The last militiaman pasBed the revi€wi!19
stand at nine-thirty in the light of powerful klieg-1ight8"
The parade had gone on fo! more than 12 hou.r8, [oost of the
time with a burning tropical sun radiating from a blue eky"

When the pa.raile had finlshed hunalreds of thousands rushed in
to f,III up the Square below the revlewiug etand. The klieg-
lights shifted to the podium" Iidel Castro atood at the
@ic-rophone.

Fide1... tr'ide1. ". Fidel. ". the Bultitude shouted" Then in
some portion of that huge crowd a group began shoutlng rrouba,

Si; Yankees, Norr, and soon that chant had superimposed itEelf
of the other, and won out over the fi.rst. The same thj.ng
happened whell €ti]-1 a new chant began:

Fialel, seguro
A los yankees dale duro

Fide1, f o.r sure
Hj.t the yankees hard
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The natlonal anthen boomed out of the loudBpeskerB" The

m1l11on voices Bangr rrTo die for your country iE to 11v9".

Fld€l Caetro began" rrl am going to b6 brlef rt he said"
Someone ln front of the r6v1ew1ng Erand ehouted ,rAnything

you want, tridel" Donrt maks it Bhort for ue"" (Lo que eea,
F1del).

Caetro, affectlonetely calIed flthe horBB" by the Cuban6

bocauee of his tromendoug endulance, epoke for three houls.

He apoke of Cuba'B eneEles and of Cuba'€ progre€E under th€
revolutlon. then he spoke of the meanlng of patriottBn.

rrlt was the cueton on the part of a Broup of oen to
speak a g-reat d€a1 of 'ou.r Natlon'"., But what 'Natlon'?
A 'Nation' where one man hae JJ,000 acrea of land and

three manaiona while others live il1 miserab]e shackE.

rrlo whlch 'Nation,, Mlster, do you refer? The 'Country'
'rhere a few have al"1 the opportunitles and appropriate
the work of all the reet" A '?1ace' where men don't
have work. where fanllies live in poverty-ridden shacksi
where a 1ot of hunEry-a1tr barefoot ahildien who beg in
the Bt.reets! To what rNation! dld they refer? The

one that was the property of the few to the exclusion
of all the rest"""rr.

flfn our nation now a days, we have won the right of
dl.rectlng ou-r own de8tiny and of building a future that,
of necessity, will- have to be better than the present" It
is a nation where no nore can be said that i-t be the
property of Bome few or that it be for the benefit of
soue few "

r'our aatioo will be fro& now on and fo-r alwayB what Marti
wanted when he sald, rrll{lth all and fo.I, the good of allr'.""

Froo the bombiags of April 15 to May Dayi 1961.-- Fifteen days

that helped to coneolidate and define the Cuban revolutlon,

When I finlshed reading through those notes made a decade a8o,
I thought of the situation today. Cuba has no unemploynent"
There ie free medical care and education for everyone" There
ia no drug addiction and very, very few aeeaults with
deadly weapons. Hundreda of thousands donrt pay any rent at
all while others only pay ten percent of their wages. They
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. . ''- :
donrt need charltieE to take care of the slckly poor, the
0overndent doe€ that. Ihere 18 no begging on the Btreets
of Cuba and no tlpplng 1n hote16, r€EtaurantB or anyplace
else. !ducatLon, empLoyuent and recleatlon are open6d to
black and white aLlke on an equal ba81s,

Cuba 18 waglng a hard battle to pull lt€elf out of lt€
inhsflted und e rd€v€ l opne nt 

"

Then I thought of the prevalllng €ltuatlon in moEt of latln
Anerlca where poverty, natlonal Bubmlseion, economlc
Btagnatlon, corruption, d€llnquency and p111age rule the
rooEt.

It waB after mldnight... I walked aoong the people i; the
Square,. Most of them were Elttlng or 1yl"ng on the ground.
They urcre weary, exhauated f.roE the 1ong, excltlng and ilot
day,,;lf.gtasl- CaBtxo!B voic€, however, 8t111 cane over the

6 etrong and vlbrant.
afte.J: l,;00 a&r ths s.peech ended. [he Internatlonal

came over ,the ,qaplifiers and the .peopIe, on their feet now,
eang, locking ar'os and rocking to the rhythm.

lhe flfteen daye from the bonbings
1!51 had cone to and end.

of April 1, to May Day

f closed my spiral notebock and €crawled acroEs the frgnt
of it -rr15 Days that Shook the Continent - April 196Lt'.

ys.
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